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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Traffie Aect
Amendment Bill.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Mr. SPEAKER:
Auditor Ueneral, in pursuance of Seetion 53
of the Audit Aet, 1904, the 37th Report for
the financial year ended the 30th June, 1927,
which 1 now lay on the Table of the House.

QUESTIONS (2)—FEDERAL ROAD
GRANT.

Woorsloo-Clackline-Northam Road.

Ion, G. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Works: What was the amount of money
spent on the Wooroloo-Clackline-Northam
road, from the 1st January to the 31st Octo-
ber, 1927, under the Federal Aid Roads
Aet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Midland Junetion-Merredin road: Waooro-
loo-Clackline-Northam scetion, £31,500,

Albhann, Wandering, TFaroona Reads.

Hon. G. TAYLOR asked {he Minister for
Works: What was the amount of money
spent on the Albany road south of Armadale,
and in the Wandering Road Beard Distriet,
and the Waroona road, from the 1st Janu-
ary to the 3lst Oectober, 1927, under the
Federal Aid Roads Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Perth-Albany road, South of Armadale to
Albany, £35,500; Wandering Road Board,

I have received fromn the
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£320; total, £35,820. A contract has been
let to Drakeshrook Road Board for £1,000 for
construetion work on the Waroon1 East and
West Road, and the work is now in pro-
gress. ayments to date amount to £713.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
LAKE GRACE-EAST JILAKIN-
KALGARIN.

Mr, E. B, JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, What is delaying the report of
the special Committee which was appointed
to review the recommendation of the Rail-
way Advisory Board in regard to the Lake
Cirace-East  Jilakin-Kalgarin  railway? 2,
Is it the intention of the Government to in-
troduce a Bill for the construetion of this
railway before the session closes?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The report
15 avuilable, and iz now laid upon the Table
of the House. 2, The matter is receiving con-
sideration.

BILL—RACING RESTRICTION.
Second Reading.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [4.37] in
moving the sccond reading said: This Rill
seeky to prohihit racing belween animals
other than horses, where mechanieal devices
are used. I mneed bardly remind members
that there has been a1 good deal of comment
in the Press of late eoncerning the new in-
vention of tin hare coursing.

Mr. Maun: OF course we did not notice
that.

Mr. NORTH: Even in the Old World
there has been a great deal of eomment cou-
cerning this new form of sport. DMembers
will doubilcss have read the remarks of the
well known writer “Touchstone’” in the “Auns-
tralasian.” Hec is not looked npon as a per-
son who ean be said fo favour restrieting
people’s pleasures. He is a general sports-
man, and writes for sportine papers.
“Touchstone” dealt with the question of tin
hare enursing in the fellowing manner:—

But all of the innovations to he met with
in 8ydney are not altogether admirahie. There
is, for instanee, the so-ealled ‘‘tin hare?’
coursing. The term is a misnomer: thorc is
no tin about the eontraption, and there is no
coursing. The greyhounds simply race straight
ahend aoainst cach other. incited thereto by
t)he sight of a stuffed hare skin in front of
them,
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He goes on in a depreeatory way and draws
attention to the class of persons who make
hets in the rinz. His remarks are designed
1o show that this form of racing will only
lead to gambling, and to the possible loss
of money by those who cannot spare it. It
may not be his business to moralige in this
Fashion. I am merely giving a general ve-
sume of the faets to show that the Press have
been particularly hostile eoncerning the in-
troduction of this sport into Australia.
There must be good reason for that. T have
here some remarks made by the “Manchester
Guardian.” This is a paper of world-wide
renown.  Most members will have either
seen eopies of it or heard it referred to. It
is one of the finest papers in the 0ld World,
liberal in policy and broadminded. This ix
what a leading article published in that
paper had to say upon the subject in Sep-
fember of this year:—

The Legislature, which presumably repre-
sents public opinion, has gone to a good deal
of paing at one time or another to make
ambling  diftieult; public lotteries, sweep-
stnkos, and betting, exvept in a recognised
““place”'—all are illegal. Betting on horse.
racing is a suflicient social evil, but even that
haa been hedged about with restrictions; it is
the achicvemeént of the greyhound racers that
they have made betting safe—and ecasy—for
democracy, and have, at the same time, dis-
eoveretl o means of great profit for themselves
and the bookmakers. Presumably Parliament,
which in the past has had views on the subject
of betting, will take notice of a movement
whieh, in every considerable centre of popu-
lation throwghout the country, is setting up a
gigantie hetting machine for the demoralisa-
tion of hoth sexes, and of old and “young alike.

Mr. Mann: That deals more with belting.

Mr. NORTH: Yes, entirely.

The Premicr: It relates only to betting.

Mr. NORTH: Yes. I am not trying to
deprive people of their pleasures, or to ve-
sfrict them from amusing themselves in
watching horses or dogs, or watching fleas
hop or grasshoppers jump. It is a general
principle with all these sportz that they
cannot Jast five minutes if gambling is not
permitted in eonjunction with them.

Mr. Corboy: What about the speerdways
and motor bieyele racing? Has not the
speedway gone on without betting?

Mr. NORTH ; That may or may net be so.
I am not dealing with sneedways hut with
tin hare coursing.

Mr. Sleeman: Why not wipe cut all those
who bet?

1853

Mr. NORTH: I am merely pomting out
that as a general rule gambling must be as-
sociatud with these sports.

Mr. Corboy: You are illogieal.

Mr. NORTH: I am not attempting to in-
terfere with any sports, as such.

The Premicer: Are you trying to be a kill-
joy1?

Mr. NORTH: I assiume that these sports
will not last five minutes if gambling is not
permitted m conjunetion with them. No
doubt that point will be common ground dur-
ing the debate.

Mr. Gorboy: You are apologising for your
own Bill,

Mr. Mann: Surely Section 209 of the
Criminal Code is sufficient to enalle the
Government to stop all betting!

Mr. NORTH: No. We allow gambling
to go on, though it is illegal. I would be
one of the first to support o measure that
the Premier might introduce to legalise
gambling on the turf, or, if he liked, to legal-
ise gambling in eonncetion with tin harves.
This Bill is to restrict gambling te certain
defined spheres.

Mr. Corboy: The Bill does not deal with
gambling.

Mr. NORTH : But my remarks will do su.
This Bill is to prevent a new form of gamb-
ling evil.

Mr. Corboy: No.

Mr. Sleenian: Pedestrianism and Digyele
racing are flourishing without beiting.

The Premier: What about the trots, too?

Mr. Corboy: You ecan race a horse and
bet on it, but you are not te be allowed tuv
race a dog and bet on it.

Mr. NORTH: I am not here as a strong
partisan talking abont taxi routes. T pra--
pose to put my argnments for and against
the prineiples 1 am enuncialing, and will
finish up by supporting the Bill, because I
think there is move to he said for it than
against it. The chief objection to the intro-
duction of tin hare ecoursing, or any other
form of animal racing by the use of mechan-
ical deviees, is that there is already too much
gambling in force amongst the people. In
the second place, all existing forms of sport
and gambling are well catered for at the
present time. In Western Australia there

is far more enterprise and initiative
shown in  dealing with the spending
power of the people than there is
iniliative = shown  where efforts are

made to produce wealth for the people.
Let me take the case of :en men who go
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into business. Nine of these will invest
their money in some form of catering or
amusement or & drapery establishment,
while only ome will start n plaster factory
or something that is ealenluted to produce
new wealth. That being so, it is essentis
that the legislature shall ke chary abou:
encouraging enterprises in the world of
sport that will cater for the gambling evil.
Already there are quite sufficient forms of
amusement provided for those who desire
to bet. Hon. members should realise, when
they come to consider the introduction of
a form of sport that must be associated
with gambling, they encourage the lenst de-
sirable form of amusemeni. Someone in-
terjected a little while ago that there was
no need for gambling in connection with
football. We know that the whole distine-
tion between horse racing, trotting and like
branches of sport, and what 1 might term
ordinary sports, is that the former class
cannot exist without pambling, while the
latter can. I defy any hon. member to
urge seriously that tin hare coursing, or
any other form. of rvaging of that deserip-
tion, could last a month if gambling were not
permitted.

Mr. Chesson: Then why are youn so con-
cerned about it? It can start, and it ean die.

Mr. NORTH: T will come to that.

Mr. Corboy: Motor ecyele racing has
lasted without betting.
Mr. NORTH: I am endeavouring to

show hon. members that there is alrveady
too much gambling in our midst, and that
Parlinment should not sanction the estab-
lishinent of another sport {hat will meax
an additional drain upon the people’s
earnings. In Western Australia we are well
catered for with amusements and sports. In
faect, we are as well catered for here as are
the people in any other country in the
world. To complete my axrguments in favour
of the Bill, T would draw tke sitention of
hon. members to a hew work on political
economy entitled “The Feal Wenlth of
Nations.” It shows that au analysis of the
transactions of a number of people whoe
suceceeded in business, demonstrates that
90 per cent. of their weaith was earned
from money invested in drapery shops, the
sale of beer, or amusements of various des-
eriptions, while one-tenth only of it was the
result of investment in forms of produetion
that are so essential to a country. If we con-
sider the occupations of people in the met-
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ropolitan area we find that after working
hours, every ome is well catered for by
way of sports and amusements. There
are the races and the trotting meetings:
there are the yacht races, ericket and so
forth, while there are theatres and picture
shows as well. It all indicates to hon.
members the tremendous effort that is put
forward by various peopie to cater for
the public along those lines. There can be
littla reason for a State like Western Aune-
tralia, with so mnch primary produection
before it, and so mueh wealth to be made,
to labour under the insubus of still mor:
people hanging on to the general publie in
an effort to secure their spending money.
It must be recognised that efforts in this
direction will not assist the State one jot.
The establishment of tin hare coursing will
merely mean the provision of vnother form
of gambling that will impese s further
drain upon {he public. Every week so many
thousands of pounds are spent in amuse-
ments of various deseriptions and it must
be realised that 1he establishment of everv
new sport inveolving the extension of gamh-
ling, means so many lundreds of pounts
taken away from existing sports. Hon.
members should ask themselves ifl it is worth
while, and whether Parliament is justified
in allowing the establishment of still an-
other forin of gambling. FParticularly
should they consider that viewpoint when
we realise that the financial position of ths
State is not so very bright. Western Aus-
tralia owes something like £70,000,000. Our
staple production, npon whick all amuse-
ments and sports depend, i+ drawn from a
few major lines. Of these timber is one,
and we must realise that vur foresls are
being cut out quiekly. Othex forms of pro-
duction on which the State depends relate
to wool and wheat, which are governed sn-
tirely by the world’s markets. If there were
a sudden turn of the world's markets against
our wool and wheat, all these various forms
of amusements would fall to the ground
like a ripe orenge. We would he sky-
high financially. Realising that position,
members should ask themselves if they shoulil
encourage this additional form of gambling.
It has been suggested that gambling is not
covered by the Bill. T urge hon, members
to consider that aspect seriously. They must
realise that tin hare coursing, or any other
form of sport of this deseription, conld not
last for five minutes if gambling were not
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permitted, What arguments are there
against the Bill? The first is laissez faire;
the liberty of the subject; unlimited com-
petition. I ean conjure up the spectacle of
some hon. members devoting a quarter of
an hour to the necessity for unlimited com-
petition. The policy of laissez faire is an
exploded one. It was the practice of laissez
faire in international relationship that led
to the great war. Laissez faire in the home
does not exist. Every day tbe people are
confronted with restrictions. There is ne
such thing as freedom. We are hedged
round with customs and regulations by
which certain things are not permitted. 1t
is to that encireling tyranny that we owe
any liberty we possess. Where is there any
freedom for the subject regarding gambling
or betting? The whole thing is strictly von-
fined, just as is the liquor traffic. There are
reasons for that . It was found that the drink
traffic should be earefully curtailed, and regu-
lated, and the same thing has applied to var-
ious forms of sport. In my electorate there is
a strong public feeling against the estab-
lishment of tin hare coursing. It was made
manifest a5 the result of mecetings and a
referendum.

Mr. Marshall: Can you say why tin hare
coursing is not wanted by those people?

Mr. Sleeman: You need not have it at
Claremont if yon do not want it!

Mr. NORTH: I am speaking for the
people of Claremont, and I have sufficient
authority from them to permit me to move
the second reading of this Bill. We have
in Western Australia 370,000 people. We
cannot expect to ape all the wonderful con-
ditions of society in London, with its popu-
lation of 7,000,000 people, nor ean we ex-
pect to ape Melbourne and Sydney with
their huge populations. We know that
money is tight and the banks have a sorry
tale to tell. Overdrafts are being called up.
In view of that position alone, we should
not consider enconraging the establishment,
of another sport that will mean a furthes
drain on the earnings of the people. In
view of the vote recorded in my electorate,
when the result of the referendum indieated
a strong protest against the establishment
of this form of amusement, I bave a perfect
mandate to place the Bill before the House.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [4.52]: [
move an amendment—

That ““now’' be struck out with a view
to inserting ‘‘this day six months’’ in liew.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham—on amendment) [4.533]: I am sorry
that the amendment has been moved in such
a way. People who ean move amendments
like that huve not much courage. They have
not a word te say in support of the amend-
ment.

Mr. Sleeman: We will show our courage
by our vote.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Why
shounld the Bill be read this day six months$
Have members not sofficient courage to con-
sider such a simple measure?

Mr. Sleeman: Why waste time?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
mere humbug to suggest that tin hare cours-
ing can continue withont gambling. I do
not look npon gambling in the light that
gsome people do, and I do not know that 1
can ohject if the people have the money to
spend. On the other hand, I object to the
wholesale gambling that goes in this State
to-day. Tt is an iniquitous practice and will
lead to trouble. I object, therefore, to any
means that will inerease the facilities for
gambling,

Mr. Sleeman: You made no attempt to
stop 1t when you were in power,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We may
delude ourselves into the belief that if we
allow this sport to be established without
gambling, it will be all right, but in adopt-
ing that attitude we shall be humbugging
the people. We do not object to dogs heing
raced. We already have our whippety in
Western Australia and what are the gold-
fields people going to say about the estab-
lishment of this form of opposition?

Mr. Chesson: Why should it not be estab-
lished %

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Are the
people who pay for it going to tolerate this
form of competition?

Mr. Chesson: ‘Why not?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why do
not members discuss the Bill? T hope mem-
bers will deal with the measure on its merits,
and I hope they will reject the amendment.
Long ago the Premier said there was too
much gambling in this State.

Mr. Marshall: Why not start with the
racecourses and oat out the beiling there?
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Hon. Kir JAMES MITCHELL: Any
member who says that we can have tin hare
coursing without gambling does not believe
whnt he says, or eclse he is very inexperi-
enced. We know what it will be. 'We have
auite sufficient raeing in this State at present
and quite sufficient opportunities for gamb-
ling. The sport is indulged in in the Old
Country to a considerable extent. In New
South Wales it is in existence and there the
bookmakers arve licensed for the coursing
meefings. 1 do not know how it is proposed
to license the bookmakers in this State. I
know that bookmakers have to pay license
fees hefore they are permitted to bet on the
racecourses.

Mr. Sleeman: And you
illegal.

Hon. Sir JAMES JMITCHELL: Yes.

Hon. G. Tayloc: It is not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: From
the early days of this State, we have had
horse racing and 1 suppose betting was con-
ducted then as well. That, however, does
not mean that we must agree tv the intro-
duetion of every form of sport suggested,
thus providing additional ovportunities for
rambling.

Mr. Marshall: If the sport is not popular
it will die out, so why worry?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 am not
worrving; the hon. member is worrying.

Mr. Marshall: No, I am not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then the
hon. member is worried without it.

Mr. Marshali: No, but if 1 wished to eut
cut gambling, it would start where it is in
evidence.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
been surprised to hear some of the inter-
jections by hon. members. They must real-
ice that the Bill merely sets ont that we
shall not have this form of gambling estab-
lished in our midst. We say the sport can-
not be established without gambling and
everyone knows thaf is so. Those who vote
for the Bill will vote against another oppor-
tunity being afforded to the public to
ramble in a convenient fashion. Doubtless
the dog races will be run at night time under
pleasant circumstances. The sport will be
made attractive, particularly to young
people, and naturally they will indulge ac-
cordingly. T.et hon. members be honest.
Those who vote for the Bill will vote against
any addition to the gambling facilities that
now exist.

Mr. Sleeman: There is no gambling men-
tioned in the Bill.

know that is
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Those
who vote against the Bill will vote for an
additional epportunity to gamble.

Mr. Corboy: That is a deliberate mis-
statement,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is a
deliherate statement of faet. If this form
of sport is established here, it will be ac-
companied by gambling.

Mr. Marshall: You have got your
opinion out of the publie Press.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCIIELL: 1t would
he quite refreshing if (he hon. member would
get an opinion from anywhere at all, It
i8 better to get opinions from a good source
than not to hold any opinion whatever. T
have heen prefty consistent in questioning
the wisdom of permitting the wholesale
gambling that goes on in this State.

Mr. Corboy: You established the White
City.

Hon. G. Taylor: You lhad hetter leave
out the White Gity.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
want to leave ount White City, hut certainly
J did not establish gambling at the White
City.

Mr. Corbov: Of eourse vou did.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Long be-
fore T came into office the thing was run at
the back of the Supreme Court in a tem-
porary structure. T suid it must he re-
moved to where it now is.

Mr. Corboy: Yes, you provided a permn-
nent home for it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
the Silver Chain and the Ugly Men’s Asso-
siation were the only people concerned at
the time. They had the place long before.
T merely shifted it to another site.

The Premier: You made them more ecom-
fortable.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think it was very eomfortable then. It was
n very rough place indeed. It has been
improved sinee then. T had no objection to
the moderate gambling that in those days
went on for purely charitable purposes. But
it has now grown heyond control, it is
out of hand altogether. The sort of
thing I was always willing to agree to
was such gambling as consists in guess-
ing the number of peas in a pof. But
it is no longer a question of some
simple means of gambling. Day after day
and night after night people are engaged
upon more serious forms of gambling. T
entirely disapprove of that. At Boulder
they have a White City continually going.
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Mr. Corboy: And even at Northam.

Hon., 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
even at Northam they established a White
City.

The Minister for Works: Why pick Nor-
tham?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
heeause it is said to be a eity

e
of churches. But what did they do
at  Northam? Mr. Gray, in another

place, eounld tell us all about it. They
went up there, secured u block of lan
and said they wanted to build a Trades
Hall. To this end they got up a gambling
stuni, with the idea of raicing £1,500. But
when they got that amount, instead of build-
ing the Trades Hall ‘they sold-the block of
lund and cleared out, leaving everybody la-
menting. There was deceney neither in their
forms of gambliug, nor in their methods
aftor they secured the sum they wanted. |
helieve the money was used for electionecr-
ing purposes.

Mr. Sleeman: With very good results.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
from the hon. member's point of view, ex-
cellent vesults.

Mr. Corboy: Duat yon would not object
to the erection of a Trades Hall?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I
would not ohjeet to the erection of a Trades
Hall anywhere. Anything for the benefit
of the workers hns my support. But when
it comes to the earrying on of gambling
stunts in ovder to get funds for an election
eampaign, T eerfainly do object.

Mr. Corboy: I wish I could have got some
of it.

Hon. Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the hon, member did not get money for his
election from gambling. If so, he was abowm
the only one over there whe did not. I hope
ike House will reject the amendment moved
by my friend from Fremantle and will then
consider the Bill on its merits. We all know
that if tin bare coursing is established in this
State it will lead to gambling on the part of
many young people, I hope nobody here
would approve of that.

Mr. Sleeman: Would vou stop whippet
racing and bicyele racing, becuuse they lead
to gambling?

Hen. 8ir JAMES MITCHAELL: Those
forms of sport are alveady established here,

Mr., Marshall: There are many more
risks in bievele racing than in rar‘ng whip-
pets or tin hares.
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Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I believe
the hon. member is an expert in these matters,
and so I aceept his opinion. However, I
hope the House will reject the amendment
moved by the member for Fremantle.

HON, @&, TAYLOR (Mount Margaret-—on
amendment) {5.7]: I canuot support the
pmendment. [t is the most drastic action
tnnt has becn tuken on a second reading since
I have been in Parliament.

Mr. Sleeman: It is a pretty drastic Bill.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: T dv not know that
the 1ill needs such desperate treatment. I
lope the House will be permitted to discuss
the Bill.

The Premier: It js a form of execution
without trial.

Uoen, G. TAYLOR: It in indeed. I am
more than surprised at the earnestpess and
enthusiasm evineed by mexbers of the Gov
crument cross-benches in this simple little
measure.

Mr. Panton:
each,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: [ remember that not
jong ago the Premier was pleading for a
reduction of the franchise of another place.
There was no enthusiasm ig our friends op-
posite on that oceasion. They certainly voted
when the time came, bui while the Premier
was speaking we could all hear him. On this
ovension opponents of the Bill have worked
themselves up to an astounding pireh of ex-
citement, and one could scarcely hear the
Leader of the Opposition speaking. The Bill
shonld be fairly diseussed 1f members op-
posing it are afrnid to hear arguments in
favour of it, then séeivingly they have a
very poor case. The member for Fremantle
would be wise in withdrawing his amend-
ment and allowing the Bil! to be diseussed
on the second reading. 'Then let those in
favour of it put up their reasons for it,
whilst those opposing it can put the case
against it. There is nothing drastic in the
measure. It is idle for anybody to say that
vambling will not follow any form of sport.

Mr. Sleeman: It followed bieyele racing.

Hon. 3. TAYLLOR: Yes, gambling has
silenced more men in sport than has any-
thing else. Some sports of course lend them-
selves to gambling more than do others.

The Premier: Foot-racing, for instanee,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, I am reminded
by the Premier of what happened to foot
racing. It was very much practised at
Kalgoorlie and Boulder in the old days.

They all have a greyhound
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Vhe:e Have all our oid pcde::tuana gone to?
lel us be fairv

Mr, Sleeman: Are you Tair!?

Hon.'G. TAYLOR: 1 am {rying to in-
duee the House to let the Rill be discussed.
1£ I am going to support the Bill I will
put up reasons for it at the proper time—
I cannot do it on this mirendment—wherens
it I am going {o oppose it, T will put up
reasons against it. [ have never seen such
a drastic amendment sinece I have heen in
Parliament.

Mr. SPEAKTR: I hal belter put the
House right. The member for Fremantle
has not moved his motion sirictly in orde..
The question veally hefore the ITouse is
that the word “now” be omilted with a view
lo adding the words “this day six months.”
The question is that the word proposed to
be omitted stand part of the question. That
is the only point that ean he discussed.

MER. E. B. JOHNSTON (Willianss-Narro-
gin—on amendment) [5.111: T am swr-
prised that the hon. member should have
moverd his amendment withrut giving any
reason for it. The member for Claremont
introduced the Bill and made ont a gnot
ease for it, one that probably would appeut
to a majority of the peonlv in this State
Then we are asked by the member for Fre.
mantle to gnillotine the Bill, although no
reason iz given for the amendment.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the new brawmi
of demoeracy.

Mr. E, B. JOIIXSTON: The desire ex-
pressed in the Bill is to <top the introdue-
tion of tin hare racing in this State. s
far as my inguiries have pene, I have nau
bheen ahle to learn that tin Lare racing has
done any good in any pari of MAustralia
where it has been allowed o be established.

Mr. Sleeman: There are olher thines
about which that eould ha =aid.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOYN: Yes, I know.
But this is a new thine altogether. We
have already n number of c-fablished form
of sport in respect of which zambling can
be earried on. But most of them are nn
run by proprietors.

Mr. Corboy: Most of them are.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am not in
favour of proprietary racing. One of the
characteristics of tin hare ricing is that ic
is almost always cerried on by proprietary
concems So far as T cen learn, it has not
done, any good anywhers im Australia. I
have veét to learn that gamiling on tin hare

[ ASSEMBLY.]

racing eonducted by proprietors is inserted
in the platform of the Political Labour
Party.

Mr. SPEARLR: Tbe ouly question be-
fure the Chair is the amendment that the
word ‘‘now” be omitted.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: At any rate, T
think it is a good Bill, that it was well
introdueed Ly the member for Clavemont,
and that it fully deserves consideration on
its merits.  If there s a ense against the
Bill, it should be put up op-nly I am 2n-
tirely opposed to this attempt to destrov
the measure and perinit tin hare vacing to
he established in Western Australia withowt
any consideration by this Jlouse. I hold
thal the supporters of tin harve racing shonld
eome out inte the open and put up a ense
against the Bill.

MR, SAMPSON (Swau—-on amend-
ment) [5153]: Without cxpressing any
opinion at this singe on the rights or wronys
of tin hare racing, 1 shall certainly votbe
against the amendment.  The moving of
the amendment was not cousistent with the
sporting spivit usnally manifested hy the
member for Fremantle.

Mr. Sleeman: The Bill does not mani-
fest any sporting spirit, cither,

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 am prepared to give
the Bill a run for ifs meoney, and T think
we should diseuss it in this House. The
subject is one on which public opinion is
sharply divided, and one that should be di=-
enssed fully and without any ambignity. T
would be sorey if the mmmenlmeut were cav
vied. To disposz of the BRill in that wav
would not be in the best inferests of the
State, and it wonld bring this Tonze
into a measure of disrepute. When an imi-
portant matter—and this is imrortant in
the minds of the publie-—iz infrodueed, we
as the representafives of the people should
face it, submit arcuments for or amainst,
and be prepared to vole on lhe merits.

My, Corhoy: You do not think it dix-
reputable for another plase 1o treat Cov-
ernment Bills in that way?

Mr. Sleeman: No, it is «quite right then!

Mr. Corboy: 1t is gquite right when yon
are opposed to a Bill!

Mr. Latham: Suech Bills are generally
diseussed in another plage.

Mr. SAMPSON: On gereral principles,
another place might be quite right in taking
sueh action, but T do not wish to discues
that ¢uestion now. 1 fear {hat the mem-
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ber for Fremantle aeted on the spur of the
moment and without giving the matter the
consideration that he usuallv gives to ques-
tions. Tn the circumstances i shonld not he
surprised if he asked leave to withdraw
the amendmeat.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford
—on amendment) [517]): I regret that the
member for Fremantle has moved the
amendment because he has given no reason
for it and this is a question that has occu-
pied the public mind for some time and upon
which the public are looking to Parliament
to make a declaration.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The Bill sbould
be discussed on its merits.

Mr., Sleeman: And thrown out after-
wards?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN : If the hon, mem-
ber desired the rejection of the Bill, which
deals with a question on which publie atten-
tion has been concentrated for some time, he
should have given the publi¢c reasons for dis-
posing of it by a sudden death motion.

Mr. Marshall: He is not as old a Parlis-
mentarian as you are.

Mr. Latham: He is pretty wise, thongh.

Hon.. W. D, JOHXSON: We should nol
take info congideration the fact that the Bill
has come to us from the Legislative Council.
That question should not influenee us; nor
should we be influenced in our opinion hy
the faet that a certain member has intro-
duced it. We should judge the Bill on its
merits. It deals with public morals and
it s a guestion about which the public are
ereatly coneerned. Consequently we should
have an opportunity to diseuss the wmerits
instead of having the Bill rejected withont
being able to express our views. I feel that
the member for Fremantle has acted on the
impulse of the moment and, with the mem-
ber for Swan, T suggest he ask leave to witli-
draw the amendment and allow the Bill to
be discussed on its merits,

ME. LATHAM (York-—on amendment)
[519]: I am sorry that it is desired not to
give the Hounse an opportunity to diseuss the
Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the amendment he
lost, the House will be able to diseuss it.

Mr. LATHAM: But I anticipate that the
hon. member has counted heads and knows
that the amendment will be carried. If it
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shonld be earried I shall miss an oppor-
tunity to say what I wish to say.

Mr, Corbay: You cannot discuss the Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: I am aware of thaf, but
I do not want to be told it by the hon.
member. I shall rely on the Speaker. If
we do not discuss the question to-day, tin
hare racing may get a six months’ run in
this State and it would then be unfair for
the House to prohibit it without giving very
good reasons. We should be honest and de-
cide during this session whether tin hare
racing is in the best interests of the publie. *
Anyone who has visited Sydney and seen
tin bare racing there must be convinced of
the necessity for discussing it here without
delaying the question for six months. A
while ago I was impressed by the remarks
of a very able gentleman who delivered a
speech in the interests of the working people
of the world. I refer to the Rev. Mr. Barr.
His remarks convinced me that such meas-
ures as the one before us should have eonsic-
eration before a sport like tin hare racing
is permitted to be established,

Mr. Sleeman: Some of his views would
aot suit you.

Mr. LATHAM: All bis views suit me.

Mr, Corboy: Then come over here

Mr. LATHAM: The trouble is his views
are not endorsed by members on the Gov-
ernment side; otherwise we shonld be given
an opportunity to discuss this Bill. What
Mr. Barr said convinces ma that we should
discuss the Bill before we allow the people
to invpst their money in tin hare ventures.
Not only are the promoters interested in the
question, but a eompany is being flonted and
people will invest their money in the spoxf.
If in six months’ time we found it necessary
{o prohibit the sport we would have delayed
a decision that shonld be given to-day. We
should face the question manfully and not
in a cowardly way, as I contend we shonli
do if we agreed to the amendment.

MR. GRIFTFITHS (Avon—on amendment)
[5.22]: T regrvet that the member for Fre-
mantle has moved a sudden death motion
to dispuse of the Bill. Whatever attitade T
may adopt to the measure subsequently, I
cannot support the amendment. The reasong
why we should diseuss the Bill have been
ably stated by the member for Guildford.
Members should have a fair opportmnity fo
debate such a measure.

Amendment put and negatived.
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MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [5.23]: I move—

That the debate be adjourncd.

Motion put and negatived.

MR. PANTON (Menzies) [5.24]: To-
day 1 received a circular, and I dare say
other members have reccived one, dealing
with this question, and if anything would
tend to assist the passage of the Bill the
arguments contained in the circular would,
though they were intended to have the con-
trary effect.

Hon. (. Taylor: 1 do not think I have
the circular of which the hon. member
speaks.

Mr. PANTON: 1 cannot believe that I
was the only member to receive it.

Mr. North: Let us leave the cireulars out.
I did not issue them.

Mr. PANTON: I do not want to leave
the circular out, beenuse it has a lot to do
with what I wish to say.

Mr. Sampson: Is it a typewritten one?

Mr. PANTON: Yes.

Hon. G. Taylor: I have not seen that one.

Mr. Richardson: That is from the in-
ventor of the machine.

Mr. PANTON: Yes, it is signed “A. E,
Watts.” I am not going to support the Bill
beeanse 1 have my own ideas about gam-
bling in Australia. I hold the opinion that
there is more hypoerisy to the square inch
on the question of gambling than on any
other question.

Mr. Corboy: OF course there is.

Mr. PANTON: There is a good deal in
the allegation that there is one law for the
tich and another for the poor in the matter
of gambling. A rich man can go to his elub
in the city and play poker till all hours of
the night and for any stake he likes.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: He cannot.

Mr. PANTON: He can.

Mr. S8ampson interjected.

Mr. PANTON: If there is one thing from
which I should like to discourage a voung
man like the member for Swan, it is the
game of poker. If I, not being a member
of an aristocratic club. wished to engage in
a game of two-up, I should run the risk of
heing taken by the shoulder, yanked off to
he court and fined £10 or £15. If T am pre-
pared to pay my train fare and admission
charge fo any of f{he proprietary race-
eonrses, I enn bet on any race with & book-
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maker of on the totalisator, but it I am not
in a position to go to the racecourses

Mr, Latham: You can bet in the strect.

My, PANTON: 1f I go into a tobaccon-
ists’s shop and have a bet, I am liable to be
arrested and foed £3 or £6.

Mr. Latham: But you can
street.

Mr. PANTON: Yes, but by so doing 1
render the man making the bet liable to a
fine of £10. On Satorday last | walked as
far as the Oxford Hotel, Leederville, not to
have a het or a drink, but for another pur-
pose, and just as 1 got there a man was
arvested for betting.  Yesterday be was
fined £10,

Hon. G. Taylor: It is a good job they did
not mistake you for bim.

Mr. PANTON: A boolmaker must have
an intelligent look, and so neither the mem-
ber for Mt. Margarvet nor myself would run
any risk of heing arrested for bookmaking.
At present the Federal Government refuse
to transmit my 6s. or 7w through the post
for a ticket in Tattersall’s swecp, but if T
wet the money tn Tattersalls and win a prize
the Govermnent eollect 124 per cont. on it.
The whole attitnde to gambling is one of
rank hypoerisy from start to finish,

Mr. ATarshall: The Government collect
one penny on every ticket issued by a book-
maker,

Mr. PANTON: Not now. As to coursing,
no one loves it better than T do, and when
I any coursing T mean real coursing. T have
not seen a tin hare show. The hest part of
my vounger davs was spent on a horse be-
hind good grevhounds chasing hares.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: What a pity!

Mr. PANTON: 1f a lot more had done
the same thing in their youth there would
have been less need for echildren’s courts
now,

Mr. North: This Rill will not affect that.

Mr. PANTON: That is why I remained
single so lonz. T love dogs and hares and
I could wateh horseracing all day and en-
joy it without betting on it. I eoursed dogs
for many years without betting, and many
other men have done the same. I dn not
know Mr. Watts. 1 have never met him
and am not interested in him or in the com-
pany that is being promoted. If a race-
horse or a trotter may be indulged in by a
man who ean afford to buy him and frain
him, and to pay a bov to ride or drive him—
taking the chance whether the hoy rides or
drives him properly—then, if I cannot

bet in the
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afford a borse, 1 am surely entitled to buy
and race a dog.

Mr. North: You ean do that under the
Bill.

Mr. PANTON: There is not the same op-
portunity in this State as in Victoria for
going into the country and coursing hares.

Mz, Latham: And so you will have a tin
hare, will you?

Mr. PANTON: I am quite satisfied thai
if tin hare coursing starts and the law of
the land as to betting is brought into opera-
tion—I do not think there is any doubt it
will be—the tin hare will not last long. The
whippets do not carry much weight without
betting; they do not draw large crowds
either in the metropelitan area or anywhere
else in Western Australia without the
gambling element.

Mr. Mann: But whippet racing still goes
on.

Mr. PANTON: Yes, and so does two-up,
and so do all sorts of illegal gambling de-
vices. It is all very well for the member
for Perth (Mr. Mann) to say the thing i3
still earried on. If the chase of the tin hare
is still earried on——ro

Mr. Mann: You do not get my point. I
say whippet raeing is still carried on not-
withstanding that there is no betting.

Mr. PANTON: I would like fo see tin
hare coursing carried on without beiting., In
that case I would purchase a couple of grey-
hounds as quickly as I eonld. I may men-
tion that I ecannot afford a racehorse or a
trotter. Mr, Watts claims that there are
certain things in favour of the tin hare.
Be says—-

A certain crowd put up the argument thai
mechanical coursing cannot be run without
betting, Now, that ia absolutely wrong; there
is no need for betting at all; the spert is both
clean and fast and good to watch. I claim
that, with hurdle and stecple-chasing, with
treble jumps in different parts of the course
it is both spectacular and interesting,

There is a good deal of this, and T will
not read it all, However, he proceeds—

1f you desire to course a dog you have te
register it with the controlling body 14 days
before it can race. Pedigree, markings, ete.,
are registered. 1t is weighed by the veterin-
ary surgeon, who is the main figure in mech-
anieal hare coursing. A swab i3 taken, also
the dog ia thoroughly examined to see that it
18 & healthy dog. After that is done, the
owner takes his dog awny home. The week
beforc it is raced, it is again brought to the
veterinary surgeon, and again weighed and
tested; and if the dog weighs 70 lbs., that is
the weight is must be the night of the race,
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or within half a pound. This prevents what is
termed filling a dog Lefore racing.

In the next paragraph are set out the vari-
ous penalties, and all the precauntions taken
to prevent what is known in coursing par-
lance as stuffing a dog so #s to prevent if
from winning 2 race. If Mr. Watts bad
given the matter five minutes’ serious con-
gideration before writing bis pamphlet, he
would have seen the bearing of all these
precantions; he wonld have recognised that
such precautions would not be necessary to
prevent a dog from winning a race if all
that was involved was the stake. I do not
believe any member of this House is umn-
sophisticated enough to believe that a man
is going to rmn a horse or a dog, or ride
a bike, or run himself, only for the stake.
fuch a man is either running for a “nark,”
or for bets, and not for the stake. No
doubt, if the stakes were sufficiently large
a man might take the risk of filling his
dog, because the owner does take a risk
when he fills his dog up with water to pre-
vent it from winning. There is only one
reason for the precantions set out in the
pamphlet, and that is that the bets, not
the stake, will be worth running for. In
my opinion Mr. Watts is quite honest when
he says that there is to be no betting on
tir hare courses and that all sorts of pre-
cautions will he taken against unfair run-
ping. But now comes a paragraph te which
I take the very strongest exeeption—

When the dogs are taken from the kennels,
m full view of the public, they arc handled
by ineapacitated returned scldiers, who parade
them in colours around the racing track and
back to the starting boxes, where the dogs
arc placed in scpurate compartments, so that
they cannot fight. The returned men leave
the ground, and the race is run Now,
every ground which is opened in Western Aus-
tralin can employ 25 Ineapacitated returned
woldiers, and as the Returned Soldiers’ Asso-
ciation eannot find employment for these
special ¢ases on account of the loss of Hmb or
limbs, it i3 going to be a big thing to these
unfortunate men , . ., .

It is most remarkable that no matter who
the individual or what the company desir-
ous of boosting something may be, if it
is possible to drag in the poor old returned
soldier, that is done. T as a returned soldier
take the strongest exception to this country,
or for that matter any other country, bub
this country espeeially, introducing a tinpot
dog race and having to parade the poor
unfortunate incapacitated returned soldiers
to do it. I hope that if Mr. Watts sends
cut another circular, it will not contain state-



1862

ments of this nature. I shall not support the
Bill. My reason for opposing it is not the
source from which it comes, or its intro-
ducer. My reason is that if a man wanis to
race a dog, he has the right to do so. He
cannot race after heres in this country.

Member; Better import some hares.

Mr. PANTON: We do not want to im-
port hares. I am satisfied that tin bare
racing can be a good clean sport if people
are prepared to race for stakes; but that
spectacle without betting will not draw
crowds of 30,000. I shall be prepared to
put up a ﬁffht at any fime for the preven-
tion of befting on tin hare or anmy other
courses. Befting has proved the bane or
the downfall of every sport. In England
gentleman told me that the only race that
had not been ruined by betting was the
Oxford-Cambridge hoat race, and he added,
“We will never let the Australians get into
that, because they will want fo back them-
selves.” There is no betting on that boat
race, and it is a genuine race. Betting has
ruined bicyele racing, foot racing, and every
other kind of sport into which man-power
enters. The position is much the same to-
day as regards football, though I will not
add as vregards cricket or bowls. In
the last case perhaps the old men
playing the game have got beyond betting.
Football, however, is becoming more com-
mercialised every day. Only a few weeks
ago I saw a man take a bet of £60 to £40
on oue local match, 1f a backer ean get
such a bet, and possibly get it twiee over,
is he not prepared to iry to obtain a hold
on one of the players, though I do not say
he would suceced in his attempt?

Hon. G. Taylor: There is something doing
when such bets are made.

Mr. PANTON: Human nature has to ke
iaken into account whether with a joekey on
the back of a horse or a player in a foothall
jersey. The whole subjeet, 1 repeat, is ro-
plete with hypocrisy; but I cannot resist the
principle that a poor man shall be at liberty
to race a dog just as a rich man races n
horse.

MBE. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [5.40]: I
say at the outset that I snpport the Bill.
No one will acense me of being of the wowsm
type at all, but I have a strong objection
to allowing the introduction into Western
Australia of anything that will tend to bring
about more gambling. Looking around to-
day we see every imaginable invention em-
Ployed in order that gambling may continue.
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The avenpues of gambling that exist in ou
midst are numerous; and this faet is to th
detriment, not particularly of grown-ups
but of the vounger generation. At Whit
City and other places of that deseriptio
may be seen boys and girls of tender year
indulging in various forms of gamhling
There may be no harm in tin hare raein
itself. Someone has stated that no bettin
will be allowed on tin hare courses, but a
present we do not Jnow whether that wil
be so or not. We do know, however, tha
the promoters of the tin hare racing com
panies are prepared to give an undertaking
that they will not allow any belting in con
nection with the sport. But, as the membe:
for Menzies (Mr. Panton) has stated, it i
impossible to keep betting out of any sport
It matters not what the sport may he, bet
ting eventually creeps inte it somehow e
other. Yt is my opinion that if tin han
raeing is begun here, the younger generatior
will be afforded an easily accessible avenw
to embark upon a gambling earcer. Manj
years ago the Government of this State raads
a definite announeement that street betting
would not be tolerated; yet to-day there I
not a well-frequented street corner wher
street betting may not e seen on Saturda)
afternoon. The Government gave that un
dertaking, and it has net been fulfilled up t«
date. Probably that is not the Government'
fault. The fault no doubt lies chiefly will
the Australian’s instinet which prompts hin
to have his liltle bet on everything. Sinee
in spite of the Government’s pronounecement
street betting has noi been stopped, wha
possible chance is there of preventing het
ting in cennection with tin hare racing? Ti
we are to have tin hare racing, by far the
preferable course would be to let betting
be carried on openly, in the same way g
it has practically been legalised at gallop:
and trots.

Mr, Sleeman: It is not legal.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am aware of that
Still, it would be hetter to have registercc
hookmakers at tin hare racing than to allow
the wagers there to be taken by some of
those who indulge in sly betting, and who
i their losses are considerable, are not par
tienlar about scaling punters. If Lin hare
racing is to be permitted in Western Aus.
tralia, then I personally would rather sgec
the registered bookmaker on tin hare course:
than the men who probably will bet unde
the lap. For many years onr (Favermments
and our people have been using their besi
endeavours to develop Western Australin
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On the one hand we are endeavouring to
enrich the country by development and
greater production, and on the other hand
it is proposed, in effect, that anyone is to
be allowed to come along and start a thing
which must prove derogatory to this great
State, In this way the community loses
weglth, which flows into wrong channels,
\Vestern Ausiralia’s development being re.
acted upon injuriously. It is well-known
ihat in praetically every sport there is bet-
ting to-day. 1 personally see no particmiar
sport in tin hare racing. Indeed, I fail ro
gee where the clement of sport enmes .

Mr. Panton: Have you ever seen dog rac-
ing?

Mr, RICHARDSON: 1n South Austrais
I reared a greyhound named “Mozart,” whiih
won two Waterloo cups in suceession and
was runner-up in the third.

Mr. Panton: Did you back it%

Mr. RICHARDSON:; The descendauts of
that dog “Mozart” arc to-day being run in
coursing matches in both Vieloria and Senth
Australia.

Mr. Panton: Did you ever back “Mozart”
in the Waterloo cup?

Mr. RICHARDSON: Nn. I rearved the
dog for a gentleman named Hubble and he
won £900 in bets over the first Waterlon
Cup in which the dog competed.

Mr. Lamond: Did not you zet anything
ont of it?

Mr. RICHARDSON: No. Anyhow thai
is merely by the way. The member for
Menzies imagines that he is the only one
who has ever owned a grevhound.

Mr. Panton: Not at all, Lut T have never
lired a Waterloo Cup winner.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T looked upon it
as a sport—that is, open covrsing. In
those days there was open comting and one
had to travel miles and miles before he put
up a hare, and theve was something in that
sport that thrilled one as a young fellow.
It is quite an easy matter 1o say that we
shouid allow everyone te have their own
sport and in the way they desire. Looking
at it superficially, that seems quite right.
But there is another side tc the question,
and when we look around we find all onv
lawg are restrictive to a greater or lesser
degree. It is for us, as representatives cf
the people, to say whether tin hare racing
is going to be derogatory or not to our
State, and if we believe it is going to be
derogatory, we are justifiel in voting for
the Bill before ns to prevent the introdmc-
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tion of the so-called sport. We are not
taking away fromn the tin kare companies
unything that they have. We are simply
saying to them, “We are not doing you any
injury because you have not yet invested
anything in Western Australia; we are nnt
taking anything from you, but we are going
to see that you are not going to take any-
thing from uns, by refnsing to permift you
to eonduet tin hare racing’” I love borses
and T love dogs, but I love human nature
better than either, and I am locking at this
question from the human poirt of view,
from the young people’s point of view. Wy
find that this matter of tin hare racing has
crented more interest in Western Anstralis
than perhaps any other subject during the
past 10 or 12 years. We (ind that not only
have the churehes offered sirong oppesition
to it, but wherever we go the business peop's
are decrying it. They say that too much
money is going into the wrong channels,
and quite receotly, as the memkter for Fre-
mantle knows, the Business Men's Associa-
tion of Fremantle raised a very sirong pro-
test against White City and other move.
ments of that description.

Mr. Sleeman: But ther do not speak
for me.

Mr. RICHARDSON: No, Lut the hon.
member knows that the protest was actually
made. The business peaple throughout the
metropolitan area, as wel!l as those at Fre-
mantle, are erying out aloud about the in-
crease in gambling and the facilities that
are being offered for it. Wc¢ know that in
Western Australin to-day money is tighter
than it has been for many years past.

Mr. Panton: Tin hares will loosen a lot
of it.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Tin hare racing
may have the effect of still further tighten-
ing the position, and also affecting the
finances of the State.

Mr. Clydesdale: Rubbisk!

Mr, RICHARDSON: The hon. member
knows that what I am saying is correet.
There should not be any locking up of
money in Western Australia, but unfor-
tunately there is, and there is a reason for
it. T de not wish to labour the question.
In my opinion, immediately we start tin
hare racing, betting will follow.

Mr. Corboy: Why not be consistent and
stop the whole lot of them.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the hon. mem-
ber will introduce a Bill of that sort, I wi'l
give it due consideration.



1864

Mr. Corboy: Will you support it?

Mr. RICHARDSON: Wo have interjee-
tions “Why don’t wou do this and why
don’t you do that?’ Why does not the hon.
member do somelhing?

Mr. Corboy: Will you support me if 1
do?

Mr, RICHARDSBON: 1 will give it duc
consideration just as T do to everythiny
else,

Mr. Gorboy: You snpported a Bill to
inerease the nomber of trotting wmeetings,
and therefore you supported facilities to
increase gambling.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 7
sure that I did.

Mr. Corboy: You did; ‘ook it up.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Whether I did or
did not, trotting is a recognised sport.

Mr. Corboy: It is all right for Brennan
and his satellites, but wrong for anyons
else,

Mr. RICHARDSON: T strongly object
to anyone’s name being mentioned in the
discussion becnuse the opportunity to reply
is not given. Whatever Mr. Brennan may
be, or what he may not be, does not enter
into the discussion respecting tin hare rac
ing. So far as I am aware Mr. Brennan
is a thorough gentleman and, moreover, he
is not the only one interested in racing, be
it trotting or any other form of racing. A
man may have opinions on certain subjeets
and because he expresses them freely
through the Press is no reason why we in
this House shonld endeavour to belittle him.
I am not going to say anything further ex-
cept to express the hope that members who
are opposed to the Bill will give their
reasons for voting agaiast it, just as mem-
bers who are supporting it will advance
arguments in its favour.

am not quite

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[553]: Tt is my intention to smpport the
second reading of the Bill. We know there
are certain provisions contained in the Crim-
inal Code ithai prevent pmmbling taking
place, but notwithstanding those powers we
are unable to prevent gambling. All one
has to do is to walk down what i3 looked
upon as the most respectable thoroughfare
in the ecity—St. George’s-terrace—sand he
will find, at any time of the day, while
there is racing going on in any part of Aus-
tralia as well as in our own State, it is pos-
sible to make a bet. T do not know that
there is a great denl of harm in betting, and
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if the people associated with tin hare rac
ing were applying for permission te con
duct races with equines, T would suppor
them. Tin hare raeing, however, hag per
nieious effects, and if we can take any notie
of what bas ocurred in New South Wales, wi
shall be foolish to permit it to be introduees
in YWestern Australia. We should do all wi
ean to prevent, by legislatior, its being
started in our midst.

Mr. Panton: Then we might get tar
horses.

Hon, ¢. TAYLOR: T am not going tc
support this form of racing, Wherever i
has been tried there is overwhelming tesi
mony from everybody, except those in the
business, that it has an evil effect on the
community.

MR. CHESSON (Cue) {5.55]: It is my
intention to vote against the Bill. Gambling
is permitted on racecourses and at the trot-
ting course, and T do not see why it shouls
not be allowed in connection with mechani:
cal hare racing. I realise that the Criminal
Code prohibits beiting in conneetion with
horse racing, trotting, or any other form o
sport, but it is possible for any persen i
go to a race meeting and bet with impunity.
‘Why, we permit bookmakers to be regis
tered, and we bave the totalisator in order
to encourage people to indalge in gambling
Why do people go to racecourses? Solely
for one object and that is to bet. Moreover,
do we not levy & tax on every betting ticket
that is issued by the bookmaker to bis elient!
A lot of people take an interest in eoursing
and others prefer different forma of sport.
There are -those who patronise horse raeing
only, whilst others like trotling, cycle meet-
ings, and even pedestrianism. Why should
patrons of these various sports be denied
the opportunnity to derive enjoyment from
them? Why, also, should they be prevented
from having a little betting transaction if it
is their desire to do so? Tt is remarkable
to find the intense interest that the trotting
people have taken in the proposed intro-
duetion of mechanical hare racing. We re-
alise, of eourse, that if the meohanieal hare
ig introduced, the sport will take away many
of the patrons from the troiting course, and
it will make a good deal of difference to the
income of the Trotting Association. If we
are sincere sabout gambling and its pro-
hibition, why do we not enforce the law?
If we enforced the law we shonld have to
prohibit betting in conneetion with sport of
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all kinds. The Bill says “FEacing by or be-
tween animals otber than horses.” T sup-
pose the member for Mt. Margaret (Hon. (1.
Taylor) will remember the early days on
the poldfields, when, associated with horse
racing there were eamel avd donkey races,
and even goat races at tines, There wa.
as much interest taken in the races betiween
camels, donkeys and goats as belween the
horses, There is still considerable interest he-
ing {aken in pedestrian races. This form of
sport continues to attrack attention at Mul-
lewa, and even withoul Dbelting. Book-
mmkers are not permitted to ply their
calling on the reereation ground where the
sports are held, and in spite of that faet the
pedesirian races are flourishing there, so
much so that the prize money iz being in-
creased, and the entries are greater
than they have ever been. The State
derives considerable 1cvenue from bet-
ting, not oanly from the totalisator but
irom the bookmaker on the racecourse.
Why should we he hypocrites? We draw
revenue from the different racecomrses and
trotting grounds, and from licensed book-
makers. We also draw revenue through
Tattersalls.  These people have started a
company. No doubt some of the money that
would be in eirculation in other channels will
be put into this venture. People should be
allowed to invest their money where they
like. Persons who are interested in nther
avenues, however, have been instrumental in
bringing down this Bill, and are endeavour-
ing to resiriet the remainder of the people.
They scem to think that a lot of moncy will
go into this new channel that should be
available to go into other channels. Seeing
that we allow horseracing and trotting, I do
not sec why tin hare racing should not also
be allowed. Why have a close reserve for
horse racing and trotting? The way shonld
be left open for the promoters of tin hare
eoursing.  They will be providing for a
form of amusement for people who care for
that sort of thing, but who may not eare
for other forms of sport. In the mining
distriects of New South Wales every
“@eordie” had his coursing dog. The men
did not take much interest in horse racing,
but when it came to quoit matebes or cours-
ing they were particularly interested. T
like horse racing, but I see no reason for
denyving the wants of other sections of the
commmunity, who may prefer to get their
sport through coursing or tin hare racing.
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MR. MANN (Perth) {6.3]: 'The whole
argument against tin hare racing has been
on the ground of the betting that is likely
to be associated with it. The betting laws
in this State are wide enough and compre-
hensive enough to prohibit betting on any
avent in any place whatsoever. The Bill is
an admission that we are incapable of en-
forcing the low of the Jand when we say
that tin hare cowrsing eanuot be carried on

_without betting. Section 211 says—

Any house or reom or any place whatso-
ever which is used for any of the purposes
following, that is to say—(1) For the purpose
uf bets beiug made therein between persons re-
sorting to the place; or (2) For the purpose
of bets being made therein between persons
resorting to the place, and (n) the owner,
oecupier, or keeper of the place, or any per-
son using the place, or (b) any person pro-
cured or employed by or acting for or on be-
half of any such owner, vecupier, or keeper or
person using the place; or {e) any persons
baving the care or management, or in any
manner conducting the business of the place;
vr (3) Tor the purposc of any money or other
property being paid or reecived thercin by or
«sm behalf of any such owner, occcupier, or
keeper or person using ihe place as or for
the consideration; (d) for an assurance, un-
dertaking, promise or agreement, cxpress or
implied, to pay or give thereafter any moncy
or other property ou any eveni of contingeney
of or relating to any horse race, or other race,
fight, game, sport, or excreise; or (e) for
seeuring the paying or giving by some other
person of any money or other property on any
such event or contingency; is ealled a common
hetting-house.  Any person who opens, keeps
or useg a common betting house is guilty of
a misdemeanonr, and is liable to imprison-
ment with hard labour for three years; or he
may he summarily convicted before two jus-
tices, in which enee he is liable te imprison-
et with hard lubonr for six months, or to a
fing of £1U9 Anv person who, being the owner
ar cegupior of an; heuse, room or place, know-
ingly and wilfully permits it to be opened, kept
ar used as a common betting-house by any
other person. or who has the use or manage- -
ment, or assists in conducting the busincss of
a common hetting-house, is guilty of an of-
fence, and ia liable on summary conviction
to imprisenment with hard labour for six
months, or to a fine of £100.

Surely the law is clear enough and definite
cnough to prevent betting. I only requires
to be adminigtered. Time was when betting
did take place on foot amd bicyele racing,
but, immediately the law was put into op-
eration, foot racing from a commercial
point of view, as well as bicyele racing from
the same point of view, ceased to'exist. To-
day, however, we still have both kinds of
races, There are road races for bicyecles
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evary Saturday afternoon, condueted by the
amateur cyele elubs of the State.

My, Sampson: By ihe League of Westarn
Australian Wheelmen.

Mr. MANN: Foot racing as well as bi-
evele racing is eonducted by authorised
bodies. [t is mot now carried on as it was
some years ago undev eleeirie light, for com-
mercial purposes. Beliing on whippet rac-
ing was prohibited, but we still have whip-
pet raves almost every Satarday afternoon.
Whippet race meetings are condueted by
those who enjoy that form ot sport, and no
betting takes place there. 't is a matter of
the authoritles deciding that there shall be
no betting, and no betting occurs.

Hon. , W. . Johnson: Yon would not like
to guarantee that there is no hetting.

Mr. MANN: There is whippet 1ucing at
Maylands, and in the hon. member’s elee-
torate every Saturday afternoon. I do mot
think there is any betting in eonjunction
with it. Tf there is, it does not amonnt fo
much.

Mr. Panton: Tt does not affeet the num-
her of those who go to church.

Hon. W, D. Johnsen: The law has a re-
straining effect.

Mr. MAKNN: We know from experience
that when the law was put into operation,
betting very largely ceased on these forms
of sport. It is a question for the Govern-
ment as to whether betling should or should
not be prohibited altogether, and transac-
tions of that kind eonfined to the totalisator.
Governments have decided that under pro-
per control such as with the W.A.T.C and the
W_A. Trotting Associaiion, betting on horse
racing and trotting may Le permitted. There
always is a certain amount of gambling. For
that reason it has been deeided that it should
be permitted, ynder the control of the gov-
¢rning bodies. If tin hare raeing cannot
live without betting, and the authorities
decide to enforce the betting laws, that
sport will cease to exist. The Bill is narrow
in its present form, and is not necessary.

Mr. Lindsay: Are you supporting it?

Mr. MANN: I am not supporting the
Rill. .

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
16.107: The Bill should be considered from
the point of view in whick we all regard
sambling. We are all mere or less gamb-
lers. I plead guilty to being one myself,
but T find it nceessary to Fuiit my gambling
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to the eapaeity of my income. T eannot
gamble as mueh as T might like to. I know

well that there is a limit to wmy eapacity
in that respect. I am, therefore, compelled
ol necessity to keep my hetting transaetiona
within eertain bounds.

Me. Ciydesdale: So are most people.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSQON: That is the way
that most people look at it. Australians ave
gamblers, [ think every one of us likes to
gamble. As to whether a person can give
full seope to his desires, is a matter for him
to determine. We have to take into eon-
sideralion our personal eapacity to mwect
aur obligations with respect to our desires.
Just as it is necessary for us as individuals
to consider these limitations, se it is nece-
sary for the Government to siudy the peint
of view of the pubiic and see to what extent
the State should go. The State has ifs
limitations just as much as the individual
has. T submit that Western Australiang to-
day have full opportunities for indulging in
that gambling wbich goes to make up por-
tion of our national life. We derive a good
deal of cnjoyment from our gambling trans-
aetions. There is full seope for us to enjoy
ourselves in that way withont any further
extension of the opportunity. 1 am there-
Tore supporting the Bill. Tn the public in-
terests we should not encouraze other forms
of sport of this kind, especially when it is
recognised by those who have taken some
interest in the matter that tin hare racing
bns very little to eommend it from the spec-
tacular point of view. It is not at all au
entertaining sport unless hetting is asso-
ciated with it. No doubt it will attract for
& given time. So far as we know, tin hare
coursing has attracted erowds elsewhere be-
cause there is betting assoeiated with it.

Mr. Chesson: It has flourished elsewhore,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I understand
that is so, but its success has been due to
the facilities offered for betting on the re-
snlts. We have to assume that the patron-
age accorded to it is due to the fact that
people have been able to bet their shillings
or pounds as the case may be.

Mr. Mann: That is not the case in Eng-
land.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know.
I have only read what has been submiited
to us from those who have viewed the matter
from the aspect of an Australian. I have
seen eablegrams from the Old Country pub-
lished in the Press, but do not think we can
draw any definite conclusions from that
source. Cablegrams are not always reliable.
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] like more definite information than that
on matters of this kind. All I know about
the matter is what I have read in the news-
papers, and they do not always put for-
ward the facts. To-day we have quite suffi-
cient sport in Western Australia fo meel
the public need. The question is whether
tin hare coursing is justified. The question
whether we should give the same rights to
tin hare racing as is enjoyed by horse rac-
ing or trotting is beside the mark. We know
well that batting takes place with regard
hoth to horse racing and trotting.

Siteing suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Just before thu
tea adjournment I was pointing out that
the extent of erime associated with gamb-
ling is mainly caused by the extent of bet-
ling in eomparison with the capacity of the
individual to pay. If & poor man attempts
to gamble in proportion to the hetting
transacted by a rich man, then it becomes
a crime, becanse the poor man injures not
only himself but others, and therefore it is
wrong. So long as the man gambles within
his eapacity to pay, then, while it is illegal,
it is geperally recognised as part of the
right of individuals to do so., Some arguc
that because we allow gambling to he reeog-
nised by the State, although it is illegal,
there should be no restriction placed upon
it. That would be eontrary to public poliev
and to the Criminal Code, which sets out
definitely that gambling is illegal. DBetting
on horseracing and on trotting events is
against the law of the land, but week after
week successive Governments have colleeted
a certain amount of revenue through permit-
ting to be done that which iz illegal. That
is done only hecause that aetion is within the
scope of public opinion, which agrees that
a certain amount of gambling is justified
and that it is necessary to afford some out-
let for the public desire in that direetion.
Successive, Governments have bowed to
public opinion and they have said in effect,
‘"While the law gives us power to probibit,
we will not do so becanse we believe that
public sentiment requires some latitude to
be displayed on this question”” While we
have adopted that attitude, it does not fol-
low that we should remove all limitations
upon betting. We do limit betting to-day.
We say to people, “You shall bet there, but
you must not het elsewhere! We say, too,
that people may bet on horses, but not on
individuals. The police are permitted to
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allow betting on horse races, but they are
mistrueted to prohibit betting on foot races.

Mr. Chesson: Do you say that is right?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That attitude
is cndorsed by public opinion and there-
fore I say it is right. I have no hesitation
in making that assertion. No Governmoent
have any right to enforce & law that is con-
trary to public ambition and desire.  Such
laws have to be used with diseretion. The
law in Western Australia is drastic and it
remains on the statnte-book merely hecanse
it has been used by suceessive Governmenis
with dwe diserction.  While the Criminal
Code gives wide powers to the Government,
it has a restraining influence regarding the
high moral tone, if I may use that phrase
in regard to betting, in so far as those who
are permitted to do that which the Criminal
Code says is illegal, must do it in sueh a way
as to maintain public support and demand.
Probably many hon. members attend the
races. 1 often get a pgood deal of en-
jovment from the sport. I heard the mem-
ber for Menzies (Mr. Panton) speak about
his love for his dog. I love horses just as
well as the member for Menzies loves his
dog. I have been guilty of betting on horse-
racing. When we go to the races we muat
be struck with the high moral tone existing
amongst boolkmakers. In ordinary ecommer-
cial and financial cireles it would be impos-
sible to transact business as it is done on
the raceeourses. In business circles theve
must be legal doecuments; they must he
stamped; everyvthing must be reduced to
writing. There is praetically no such tping
us 2 moral agreement between individuals in
the commercial and finaneial world. When it
comes to betting on raceconrses, however, &
mere nod of the head or a gesture to a hook-
maker is sufficient for an individual to enter
into a contract with him by which the hook-
mpker will pay him eertzin moneys in the
event of certain results. That goes on week
after week. I do not know if there iz ever
any dispute regarding bets that arc made
on racecourses. The money involved must
run inte hundreds of thousands of pounds.
Yet we do not hear any outery on the part
of the people that they have not received a
fair and just deal. The transactions ave
run on a basis that enables them to be main-
tained by public endorsement and public
support. Take away the power of the Siste,
however, to stop betting at once, and I ven-
ture the opinion that the high moral tone
T allude to will not be present. References
have been made to the faet that at one time
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betting was permitted on foot raeces and
cyele races, but to-day it is prohibited.
Betting on those events was stopped becann
public opinion demanded it. YWhy was that?
It was beeause it was not legally recognised
and wae against the law. It was siopped
hecanse there was not that proper control
exercised by the governing authorities coa-
trolling cyeling and pedestrian races. Tie
resnlt was that people could not bet on eyele
events or foot races with the same degree
of confidence as they can bet on horse races.

Mr. Corboy: You think people can het
with confidence on horse races?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: Yes, from the
standpoint that they know they will be paid
ghould they win their bet.

Mr. Chesson: What about the jockeys?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1 do not know
why the lion. member wants fo drag in side
issues. We know horse racing is not as clean
as it might be, nor is trotting. That iz not
the argument. Sorely hon. members ean
follow the discussion without introducinr
such side issues. Betting on foot racing and
eycling was not recognised by the State. Un-
desirable influences were hrought to hear on
those sports and all kinds of tacties were
emploved to give the publie the least pas-
sible chanee to sueceed. 7The result was that
publie opinion revolted and that meant that
the police were instructed to suppress betting
on foot racing and eycle cvents.  Despite
the fact that we know that is the recognised
publie poliey, it has to be admitted that he’.
ting does take place on feot racing and
evelify events. It i=s a form of betting T
would not participate in, but still we know
it is done. The amount of betting is limited
and restricted becanse the opportunities for
doing it are so confined. Thatl is because
the police are particularly active in the sup-
pression of that form of gambling. Coming
down to tin hare racing, while we have this
form of gambling and know it is illegal,
it 1s wrong for hon. memhers to argue that
becanse we can bet on galloping or troftiug
events we shonld also permit unrestricted
betting in eonnection with tin have racing.

My. Panton: No one has arpued along
those lines,

Mr. Mann: You have been dealing with
betting all the time and that is not mentionad
in the Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T recognize that,
but——

Mr. North: It is common sense.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We know the
evil surrounding tin hare racing arises from
the gambling element. We are told by all
the authoritics that it does not flourish and is
not patronised where betting is not allowed,
as it does where betting is permitted.

Myr. Mann: Do you not think tbe Criminal
Code is soilietent to deal with the position?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: While I recog
nise that the concession to public opinion
regarding betting must be allowed, we must
limit the amount of belting we ourselves do,
and just as the individual is restricted, =o
it is logical for the Government to restriet.
It is the function of the Government to
limit anything of this kind—this point will
appeal to the member for West Perth (Mr.
Davy)—if they feel that the public demand
regarding gamhling is sufliciently eatered
for under existing conditions. i ‘am told
there is no comparison bebween coursicg
as was indulged in by the member for Men-
zies and tin hare racingz. The former is
guod healthy sport because there is the com-
petition hetween two anihinalz.  The guestion
15 whether the Liare ean beat the sreyvhound,
or whether the greyhound can heat the hare.

Mr. Davy: It is thoroughly healthy sport
for the harel

Mr. Panton: Except that there is no hare
in it at alt!

Houn. W. D. JOHNSON: The position is
that the hare has a chance to beat the doy,
just as the dog hes a chance to beat the have.
I agree that fhe chances are not altogether
equal, but still there is an eclement of fair
competition between the lwo animals. Even
should the dog annihilate the hare, the latfer
bas the satisfaction of knowing that it has
given the dog a good run and made hin:
jolly tired. ’

Mr. Davy: But the hare has to take on the
competition whether it cares or not.

Mr. Corboy: The competition is between
dog and dog and not between dog and have.

Mr. Panton: That is so.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: T admit that
the hare has fo compete smainst the dox
whether it eares or not. Tt is recognised
that just as we have to chase a bullock nr
a sheep for our needs, so the doz has to
chase a hare for his nesds. Of course, the
dog has hecome a domestic animal and so,
in chasing a bullock._ or a sheep for our
own needs, we also chase it for the doc's
needs. Nature has provided that the dogz
shall have the ambition fo catch the hare,
and so he catches it for his needs.
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Hon. W. J. George: When &id nature
provide that a dog should chase a piece .f
galvanised iron?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON. Tt is naturat
for the dog to chase a hare for his needs,
just as it is neecessary for ns to chase thc
bulloek or the sheep for owr needs. There
fore the dog takes a delight in chasing the
hare, and the hare takes a delight in es.
caping from the dog. I mamtain that whi's
the dog chases the hare, the hare gets a
areat deal of satisfaction out of defeating
the dog.

Mr. North:
that.

Hon. W. D. JOHANSON:

There is no donbt ahons

The member

for Menzies (Mr. Panton} complains that’

more often than not the hare succeeds and
the dog does not.

Mr, Panton: It is a competition hetween
two dogs. The hare is only incidental

Don. W. D. JOINSON: The fact re.
maing that it is also a competition between
the dog and the hare, and the dog has an
opportunity to succeed. Let us come to tin
hares. I am told that the dog has no op-
poriunity at all. that it never does succeed
in eatching the hare.

Mr. Mann: That doesn’t matter,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: But it does
matter. Let me reason this from the dog’s
point of view. The member for Menzius
went out on his coursing cxpedition. He
took his dog and looked for a hare. He
gave to his dog an opporturity to snceess.
fully compete against the hare. The hon.
member got delight in that. He said it was
a form of sport that he followed, and from
which he got a great deal of enjoyment.
But when it comes to a tin hare, the dog
never has an opportunity {o succeed. Ce=-
tainly it has a chance of beating the other
dog; but how long are dogs poing to Tun
and be actually keen on the work if they
have no opportunity to suceeed? Could the
member for Menzies get the same delight
out of putting a dog on a course and sool-
ing him on to a tin conirivance that he
knows perfectly well the dog will never
catch ¥

Mr. Panton: I back my dog’s speel
against another dog's speed.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The dog eould
get no satisfaction from the fact that the
hon. memher mizht get a reward through
his dog catching the hare first. The dog
would not get the same satisfaction ag that
of the hon. member. The dog’s satisfaction
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Mes in his opportunity to cateh the hare.
The hon. member gets his satisfaction he-
cause his dog happens to catch the hace
while the other fellow’s dog misses. Bul
the member for Menzies, if he has any love
for his dogs, would not put a dog on to a
coursing frack and run him merely for the
sake of running—run him after a tin con-
trivance that the doz conld never eatch.
The dog enters upon an impossible task
night after night. '

The Premier: It is not fair to the dog.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Tt is not. 1
am arguing from the dog's point of view.
It is not fair to the dog. How long would
members c¢hase a bullock or u sheep if they
were going to miss every fime? They might
continue trying within iimits, but they
would soon get weary when they found thev
could not accomplish the impossible. Why
should we ask dogs to try night after night
to gallop round a eourse, attempting the
impossible, when we know they will never
snceeed¥ The only satisfaction iz the know-
ledge that one dog will gei nearer te the
hare than will another. It is a vile form
of gambling, a form that might be popnlar
with the Anstralian public for a limited
time, but will never last. Tt is not the kind
of gambling the Australian rejoices in, He
likes to see fair competition, where every
competitor has an opportunity to reach thc
goal. In this so-called spcrt there is a9
opportunity to reach the goal. The dog
¢énn never accomplish whal he sets out to
do. 8o I maintain that from the dog’s
point of view we ought to snpport the Bill
" Mr. Mann: According to your argument,
pigeon shooting ocught to be limited to live
birds., There ought to be no dummies.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSQON: No, for the
shooter gets the satisfaetion of hitting
something, whether it be alive or dead. The
dog sets out to cateh something, but the
man gets to work with his fin contrivance
and says to the dog, “Although you may
think you can aceomplish it, you never
will.”

Mr. Latham: A man would never shoot
at a pigeon if it were so placed that he
could not possibly hit it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No, ke sets ont
to accomplish something, and sometimes ke
sueceeds, whereas in this tin hare racing the
dog can never succeed. Agnin, I ask members
whether we should introduce into Western
Australia more does. Havewe not got quite
enough in our eountry to-day? Te me a most
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objectionable sight is to see ladies walking
along, carrying dogs. We should not en-
courage people to foster a love of dogs, pos-
sibly 10 the exclusion of human beings. Wa
can overdo the introduction of dogs and the
encourngement of the public to take an inter-
est in them. Many dogs arc of no value—
especially the coursing dog. Consider 1o
what base uses dogs are put. We often see
jadies with decorated dogs at the end of a
chain and being dragged along the sireets.
Some of those ladies are mere careful about
the risk of their dogs being run over thaun
ihey would be in respect of children in per-
ambulators. We do not require to encournge
a public love of dogs to any greater extent
than if exists fo-day. What we require o
enconrage is a class of dog that is going to
be of some use to the community. The eours-
ing greyhound is of no use to the community.
The community does not want it, and has
never asked that it should be introduced into
the State in greater numbers for the purpose
of meeting some public need. Yt these dogs,
we are told, are to be brought into this
State in large numbers for the purpose of
tin hare racing. The public has made no
demand for those dogs, but they are of
commercial interest and they afford aa
opportunity to make profits. Certain men
zet together and say, ‘“We will promote a
company, not te supply a public demand,
but to make a profit out of this so-called
sport.” I say it is wrong to encourage that
kind of thing, to encourage the importation
of dogs. The most useless kind of dog and
the greatest cur is the kangaroo dog.

Mr. Mann: It provided the back country
with meat for years.

Hon. W. D. JOINSON : It is not
class of dog to which anybody becomes at-
tached. It 1s used only because it is re-
quired for the catehing of food for human
beings.

Mr. Davy: Yet you say he iz a most
useless kind of dog!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, for any
other purpose than that of kangarco hunt
ing. But you find the kangarco dog in
places where there are no kangaroos to be
bunted. Some people seem to desire to breed
a kind of animal of no advantage whatever
to the community.

Member: You would have a dogless State,

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: T have no objer-
tion to people keeping a dog. There is a
dog in my own home and we are all very
fond of it, but we have no desire to nurse
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it. 1t makes one sad to see ladies nursing
dogs. I sat behind two ladies in & tram
within the last few days. They were beam-
ing at one another and discussing the eyes
of a dog they had, and the make up of its
face, and what a kind look it had. There
was more enthusiasm over that dog in that
tram than I have ever known over any echild.

Hon. W. J. George: Perhaps they had
no kids of their own,

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Well, there are
plenty of other people's children to take an
interest in, and if they want to nurse some-
thing, let them nurse a child. The kangaroo
dog is a menace to Western Australia. The
worst kind of animal we have in our pas-
toral and agricultural areas are the crosses
between kangarco dogs and others. They
are a menace, and the coursing greyhound
is of that type. So I say that from a publie
point of view we should not encourage im-
portations of this class of dog. We have
too many of them already, and we do not
wint any more of them. Apart from the
eambling that is associated with the Bill, itis
aut fair to the dogs to bring them here.
They have to try to accomplish the impos-
sible. The dog, too, is of a kind that does
not appeal to the general public and is of
no value to the people. There Is already
plenty of seope for the people to give vent
fo their gambling desires, and we do not
want to inerease it. Just as an individual has
to limit his desires in that respeet, it is the
funetion of governmeni to limit the tempta-
tions of the publi¢c in the same direstion.
The State has an obligatfion to its people and
the State should exercise ifhat obligation,
Auly recognising that there i3 ample oppor-
tunity for gambling to-day without the in-
traduction of this undesirable kind of
so-called sport. T shall support the seeond
reading with the object of doing something
to discourage those who would endeavour to
introduce tin hare racing for personal gain.
1 am not in love with the Bill. X candidly
admit that T do not understund Clanse 2.

My, North+ Perhaps it could be im-
proved.

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: One has fo look
at it elosely to discover its meaning. I have
not done that, but I shall support the see-
ond reading, in the hope that the Commitiee
stage will be delayed so that I may have an
oppoctunity to examine Clause 2 closely.
If I find it means that tin hare racing shall
be discouraged in this State, it will have my
support in Committec. I wonsider that tin
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Lare zaecing is not necessary, that it will
tend to demoralise the people, and that we as
guardians of the public welfare are justified
in protecting the pecple agminst this form of
so-ealled sport.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) {82): The
member for Guildford (Hon. \W. D. John-
son) at the beginning of hig speech took us
into his confidence by telling us he was o
gambler. 1, too, intend to take the House
into my confidence, but let me inform mem-
hers that 1 am opposed to gambling, The
member for Guildford qualified his remarks
hy saying he believed in gambling only to
the extent that a person can afford to in-
dulge in it. 1 likewise modify my econvic-
tion by stating that while T am opposed to
gambling, I would not try to prevent gamb-
ling of every deseription. I believe that
people who can afford te gamble for mod-
erpte sums have a right to do so, even
though gambling is against the law of the
State.  This Bill is designed to prevent
another form of sport that must be associ-
ated with gambling.

Mr. Marshall: Why say it must be asso-
ciated with gambling? There is no mention
of gambling in the measure.

Mr. ANGELO: The conduet of the sport
in other parts of the world proves econclu-
sively that it is allied not only to gambling
but to excessive gambling. T do not object
to tin hares, but I am afraid of the ptomaine
poisoning.

Mr. Withers: This Bill deals with tin
hares, not tinned dog.

Mr. Mann: Do not you think the Criminal
Code is strong enough to suppress gamb-
ling ¢

Mr, ANGELO: Tt is, hut while I am not
a gambler I should be sorry to sec all gamb-
ling in a medium way by people who can
afford it suppressed. I like to see people
going to the races and putting their modest
£1 or 10s. on the totalisator.

Mr. Mann: If the Government decided to
put the law into operation agninst tin hare
racing, that would stop the gambling,

Mr. ANGELO: I know from the utter-
ances of the Premier that the Government
are opposed to excessive gambling. Thev.
as responsible men, realise that gambling to
excess is bad for the State. At the same
time they do not wish to suppress gambling
entirely. I snggest the time has come when
the Government should appeint a man—not
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a sub-departinent—to inspect all kinds of
sport. The Commissioner of Police should
Ire asked to appoint one of his inspeutors to
kecp un eye, not oniy on racing and trotting,
but on football and all other kinds of sport.

AMr. J. MacCallum Smith: They would
liave to appoint another man.

Mr. ANGELQ: No, tke inspector wauld
be already employed by the Government.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Then he would
be doiug nothing at present.

Mr, ANGELO: If it were necessary to
put on an extra man, let the sporting hodies
enntribute to his salary.

Mr. Panton: Sporting bodies wonld be
likely to contribute to the salary of a man
like that!

Mr. ANGELG: We need to have our vari-
ous sports inspected.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Yon would want a
few dozen inspectors.

The Minister for Mines: Cannot you sug-
gest a scheme to make it easier to pick win-
ners?

Mr. ANGET.Q: The Minister shows that
he is not a trme gambler; he wants to he
certain that he is going to win. If we had
an inspector to do this work, he might re-
quire assistance. He would attend each race
meeting——

Mr. Mann: Would one inspector do?

Mr. Chesron: Would you put him with
the stewards to wateh the racing?

Mr. ANGET.Q: That would not be at all
necessary. He could perform his duties
better if he were away from the stewards.

Mr. Panton: You go to a sports meeting
and try to make a het and von will find he
is alrendy there.

Mr. ANGELO: T am atluding to all forms
of sport. Let him go to football matches
and, if he finda that gambling is heing
earried on, he shonld prevent it.

Mr. Marshall: What about the
courses?

Mr. ANGELO: Constables are present at
the races and thev know what the memher
for Perth is vointing ont, namely, that there
is a law against gambling. But they know
perfeetly well that the Government of the
dav do not want the law enforced.

Mr. Sleeman: No Government would want
it enforeced,

Mr. ANGELOQ: That is so. T do not think
it wonld he possible to get a Government
who wonld say that al! gambling shonld he
suppressed. At the same time T donbt
whether there is a member of the House whe

rate-
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would not agree with me that gambling has
to be controlled and kept within the limits
of a person’s income. That is necessary for
€eONOIMie reasons.

Mr. Chesson: Who 15 to tell what a per-
son’s income is?

Mr. ANGELO: Lot me give an instance.
A friend of mine, atfending a race meeting,
went to a bookmalker and asked, “How much
so-and-so?” The reply was, “Three to one.”
My friend said, “What nonsense!’  The
hookmaker said, “T will give you ten to one,
twenty to one

Mr. Mann: Qh, go on!

Mr. ANGELO: If wmy friend had not
known something, he would have been taken
down at three to one.

Mr. J. MaeCallum Smith: Why not have
Government bookmakers?

Hon, G. Taylor: Bookmaking will be a
trading eoncern by-and-bye.

Mr. ANGELO: Some steps should be
talen to control gambling.

Mr. Mann: Tt ia controlled to-day and
rigidly, too.

Mr. ANGELO: Then how is it one ean
seareely pick up a newspaper without find-
ing an account of some young fellow having
gone wrong, or of someone having shot him-
self throuch over-indulgenee in gambling?

Mr. Panton: They go to the racecourses
to do it.

Mr. ANGELO: For every person brought
before the police court or mentioned in the
newspaper as having gone wrong throngh
over-indolgence in gambling, I dare say
there are five others of whom we never hear.

Mr. Mann: Then yon must stop every
form of gambling if you want to make
people moral by Aet of Parlinment.

Mr. ANGELO: No, we should try to con-
trol it. Take the liquor trafic. Liguor 3=
bad for people when used to excess, and
the Government adopt varjious means to trv
to prevent people from consuming too much
iiquor. We have inspectors lo control traf-
fic and weights and measures and to wateh
the interests of the people in octher ways.
Members must admit that gamhling is in-
ereasing almost daily. We eannot suppress it
altogether. Tt would be hopeless to try to
do so, and T do not know that T should de-
sire to suppress it entirely so long ns it is
kopt within moderation. It is the duty of
the Government to safeguard the welfare of
the public by curtailing gambling and keep-
ing it within bounds. Tf this Bill is not
passed and tin hare racing is introduced.
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] am afraid we shall have still more gamb-
hing. Therefore I shall support the second
reading.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [812]: It
seems to me it does not matter in the slight-
est degree whether the measure is passed,
Lecause it will not make any difference un-
less the Government are going to enforee it.
At present we have on the statute-book s
perfectly good piece of legislation that en-
ables the Government Lo suppress gambling
to far as they are able to suppress any
infringement of the law. ln some respects,
for what reason seems to be irrelevant to
cnfer into now, they do not attempi to en-
toree the law with respect of some kinds
of gambling earried on in this State. This
Rill has nothing to do with gambling and
1 sece no guarantee, if it becomes law, that
the Government will enforee if.

Mr. Latbam: You say it has nothing to
do with gambling?

Mr. DAVY: Yeu.

Mr. Mann: Not in the slightest.

Mr. Latham: You ure ery innoeent.

My, DAVY: That is my objeetion to
the Bill.

Mr. Panton: Hear, hear!

Mr. Clydesdale: Quite vight, too.

Mr. DAVY: If it had to do with gamb-
ling I shounld object that it was unnecessary.
It would be utterly ridiculous to put on
the statute-book one piece of legislation
that forbids gambling and net enforce it,
and then put on the statute-book another
piece of legislation that forbids gambling
and enforee it. What sort of ridiculous
sicht would the Government make of them-
celves, having two pieces of legislation, both
forbidding gambling, and enforcing one and
not the other! The Government would make
themselves the laughing stock of the world.
i feel impelied to speak on this Bill because
I intend to oppose it. If I do not state
why I oppose it, it may be said by some
of my enemies, and perhaps some of my
friends, that T am endeavouring to grant
hew facilities to the people of Western Aus-
tralia to indulge in gambling. I wish to
s2y clearly that I want nothing of the sort.

Mr. Latham: Just now you eonld not con-
nect the Bill with gambling; now you say
it is a means to that end.

Mr. DAVY: I said that this particolar
piece of lezislation bas nothing to do with
gambling. However, I quite realise that
some people in Western Australia have
minds which work like that of the member
for York (Mr. Latham). I fear that that
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hon. member's mental attitude may operatc
against me with some persons in my con-
stituency, and that is why 1 wish to state
my views on the subject. It has always
been well recognised that to enforce a law
which deals with morals only is fairty diffi-
cult. A law which endeavours to make 2
criminal offence of something which is
merely a morel offence, is always a diffienlt
law to enforce. That is why so much diffi-
culty is being experienced in enforcing pro-
hibition in America., The Bill proposes to
make a ecriminal offence, with £500 maxi-
mum fine and the possibililies of a year’s
gaol, of a thing which nobody in the world
could possibly snggest has anything wicked
or immoral about it. TUnder the Bill, if a
man uses a mechanical eontrivance in eon-
rection with the racing of animals other
than horses, he shall be deemed a eriminal,
dragged to the police ecourt, pul in the dock,
and be fined up to £500, and if he eannol
pay the fine he must go {o gaol. I can
de no other th:m oppose a measure which
proposes to turn inte a erime something—-

Mr. Sampson: ——that leads to erime.

Mr. DAVY: I cannot think of any amuse-
ment or any appetite of mankind and
womankind that does not tend to lead up
1o crime. The foothaller, we know per-
fectly well, is barked by certain enthusiasts,
We know that if it were permitted by ih.:
Txeeutive of this country, there would be a
herd of bookmakers on every football ground
in Western Australian where an importan:
mateh was being played. 'We know perfectly
well that at foot-racing and eyeling the
same thing would happen. Although douhbt
less there is some gambling on faothal
matches, it is very limited. Gambling ou
football matehes and eyel: and pedestrian
races is not a social menice. The people
who do it can probably afford to do it, and
are keen snupporters of the games in ques-
tion. To a certain extent gambling takes
place on such events, but it constitutes no
pubiie seandal. At the Roval Agrienltural
Show there arc nsually a covple of trotting
races, and if a man likes to thrust himself
into a mob of peeple and work his way inte
the middle of a dense erowd, he will find
there some doubtful-looking persons readv
to lay the odds to him in a whisper, and le
may get his money if he wins or he may
not. The sort of people whe are preparel
to make a real struggle to pet a bet of that
sort, will et hets on, he tte Taw what it
may. Jf it is to be said that because the
arm of the law would be unsble to suppres:

gambling entively on this jparticular sport
or some other sport, such zvort should not
lie permitted at all, I answer that no poliec
foree in the world aud no Executive yet
have ever succeelded in entirely suppress-
ing the breach of any law. We have the
police force, ani public orinion, and the
heaviest of all possible penaltics against
people who eommit murder; and yet every
year, notwithstanding, muvders are cora-
mitted. The same positionr obtains in re-
zard to burglary and every other erime in
the penal code. Weo are asked, because
what is on the face of it a perfectly honest
and deeent thing to do may cause gamb-
ling, and because that gambling could not
be prevenled, to wipe out this innocent
thing. Then let us wipe out all other in-
nocent things from which gambling may
arise—football, tennis, and what nef.  Let
us go down to the Causewny und feed the
people on bread and milk for the rest of
Lheir lives.

Mr. Corbov: Youn even find fishermen
betting on their eateh.

Mr. DAVY: T do not Uhink I nced say
anything in reply to the arguments of the
member for Guildford (Flen. W. D). John-
son). I think members generally will agree
with me that for 13 minutecs the hon. mewn-
ber, whether intentionally er unintention-
ally, sneeceded in being highly amusiog.
But, reallv, to ask us to say that there is
inherently sometliing dirty ibout the sport
of eausing two dogs to race after a mech-
anieal hare, and that therc¢ iz something
nohle about cansing two licrses, under the
whip, to tracc—-horses, mureaver cncolil-
passed arvound with a lot of artificial mach-
inery to make them adopt a particular gait
at night time under electrir light—is ab-
surd, One cannot differentiale between th
sport of two dogs racing cach other and
the sport of two horses racing each other,
The animals are higger in ne kind of sport,
and smaller in the other; and that is the
only essential difference. Tnriher, just as
much might one argue that tin hare racing
should he allowed in order o keep up the
standard of kangaroo dogs, as that gallop-
ing and trotting races shonid be allowed in
order to keep up the standard of utility
horses.

Mr. Panton: More so.

Mr, DAVY: Probably more so.

Mr. Marshall: Take it from the aspeet
of relative degrees of ernelty. The horses
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race under whip and spur, while the dogs
run after the hare.

Mr. DAVY: [ readily admit that we
Australians are & pleasure-loving people,
and can love pleasure too much. But that is
not going fo be cured by nassing laws: it
is going to be cured by education. To sug-
gest that whenever we find the people of
Western Australia deciding to indulge in,
or threatened with, a new form of amuse-
ment, we shall declare thot new form of
amusement a criminal offence scems to me
a vetrogression to the days of the Blue Laws
of New England of 150 years ago. T ean.
not believe that {his Hous: will agree to
such a proposition. The object of the pro-
moters of the Bill will be fully achieved if
the Premier will in this Hoise give an as-
surance that the law with regard to gamb-
ling, as that law stands, will be rigidly en-
forced if tin hares are introduced into West-
ern Australia. That is all we want.

The Premier: I give you miy assurange
that I will vote for the Bill. and that if it
is defeated I shall rigorously and vigorous'y
enforee the law against any hetting,

Members: Hear, hear!
The Premier: 1 will vote for the Bill.
Mr. DAVY: I am paifectly satisfiad

with that. If the Premier says that he doos
not want the Bill

The Premier: Tt will do no harm; it is
one of the Bills that will do no harm.

Mr. DAYY: I say it will do a great
deal of harm. It will be a precedent—F
say this with no offence meant—~for inter-
ference with the right of the people of thiz
country to do anything they chcose so long
as they do nobody any harm.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) {825]: It has
been clearly shown that gambling is insep-
arably associated with tin hare racing.

Mr. Panton: Where has that been shown?

Mr. SAMP'SON: In a newspaper recog-
nised as one of the leading journals, if
not the leading journal, of England, the
“Manchester Guardian.” TIn its 1ssne of the
19th September last the “Manchester Guar-
dian’' writes—

Whether hound raeing and Detting econld
exist apart need not be argeed. It needs no
ghost from the grave to tell us that if betting
at race meetings were rigorously suppressed,
racing would not eontinue for a month. Every
eandid man would admit as much,

I eclaim that there is an assoeiation between
the Bill and tin hare cowrsing, beecause it
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is feared—and apparently with a good deal
of reason—that unless an Aet to probibit
tin hare eoursing is passed, there will be
sef up such a machine for gambling:

Mr. Mann: What about the Criminal
Code?

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon, member knows
us well as I know, as well as anyone in
the Chamber knows, that it is quite impos-
gible to enforee the Criminat Code in so far
oz gambling is concerned.

Mr. Davy: Why?

Mr. SAMPSON: I want to make a few
remarks, and [ shall reach that point shortly,
Western Australia has always taken most
libera] views as to racing, and quite reason-
aule opportunities have always been afforded
for gambling. 1 admit that the gambling
spirit is deeply rooted in the mind of every
man and every woman. Here to-night we
have heard members seeking to shield them-
selves from criticism by claiming that if
they vote for the Bill they will be doing
something that is inconsistent. They elain
that to support the Bill wotld be eguivalent
te saying that in connection with horse rac-
ing they favour gambling, and that in eon-
nection with iin hare coursing they are op-
posed to it. In the words of the member for
Menzies (Mr. Panton), it may be elaimed
that there is in some quarers a spirit of
liyprocrisy as regards the view taken of tin
bare racinz. To-night we have repeatedly
heard the argument that because betting
exists we should cope with the evil by giv-
ing to it a freer and wider scope. That, T
suppose, is on the homcopathie principle
that one eures a disense by injecting a fur-
iher dose of the germ or poison that has
caused the ecomplaint, A homeopath would
eure a person suffering from, for instance,
pyvorrhoea by giving him a further injection
of the virus, That, surely. is what was said
to-night by various members, Thev con-
tended that if we want to limit gambling wa
can do it only by giving greater facilities
for it, and by introducing such n spirit of
competition that one or more methods of
rambling wounld be wiped out. Western
Australia, as has been said, has always
adopted a spirit of laissez faire in regard
io gambling,

The Premier: More lazy than fair.

My, North: An attitude of indifference.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is an attitude which,
T know, the Premier believed leads to national
indifference. We know that at White City,
the defamed, and apparently rightly de-
famed, gambling resort, the wouth of this
eountry are encouraged to take chances on
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all manner of gambling devices. White City
Las been ealled the hot bed of erime—

The Premier: That is not exaggerating at
all!

Mr. SAMPSON: White City has also
been termed the genesis of the underworld
and the reception room of Fremantle gaol.

The Premier: Who seid that?

Mr. Lutey: It is your imagination.

My, SAMPSON: It is not imagination.

Mr. Lutey: It is "yonr own imagination.

Ay, SAMI'SON: T question whether the
f:on, member interjecting is sincerely an ad-
voeate of White City. [ bave no hesitation
in saying that White City is a mebace.

My. Lutey: What has it to do with the
Bill?

Mr. SAMPSON: Pardon my directing my
remarks {o an inlerfoper.

Mr. SPEAKFER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: An interjecter, I should
gny, He assumed the position of Speaker
Lor the moment and I was led astray.

Mr. Lutey: You are always astray.

Alr. SAMPSOX : I suppose the least said
ahout White City, the better. But really
the sooner White City is brought to an end
1the better will it be for the fair name of
Perth and for the people growing up in it.
Tin hare racing will provide another op-
porfunity for betting, and T am of opinion
ibat there is no need to provide that
opportuniiy. T know I have the repm-
iation for taking a serious view of rac-
ing. All the same I do attend race meet-
ings, but with the evidence we have before
us whieh is not confined te the Common-
wealth—leading newspapers of the world
bave condemned betting associated with
mechanical hare racing—we would be acting
unwisely if we allowed this form of so-
called sport to be introduced in thiz State.
Tt has been proved that withouf betting tin
bare racine eannot exist.

Mr. Davy: Then why worry?

Mr. SBAMPSON: We know full well, and
the hon. member knows it also, that it would
be not only most difficult but impessible to
prevent it.

Ar. Davy: T do net agree with yon

AMr, SAMPSON: The hon. member ad-
mitted durtng his speech that even at foot-
ball matehes there was some degree of bet-
ting. .

Mr, Corboy: Then why nof prohibit foot-
ball?. . . .

Mr.. SAMPSON: Yot at all. Foot

hall is an inspiring and exhilarating
- vport, Tin hare racing iz anything but
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thal, and baving witnessed” it on one
or two oceasions without hetting, I am eon-
vineed that it would be impossible for it tv
continue. ;

Mr. Chesson: Then why worry?®

Mr. SBAMPSON: A well known writer in
a Melbourne newspaper (Mr. Norman Cawmy
bell) referred fo it in these terms—

Round the bookmakers® stands the rivers of
humanity  turned and twisted. Twenty-five
to thirty thousand of them! Surcly the tin
hare sport grows by what it feeds on . . . ,
And mostly the faces in the kaleidoscopic
crowd were weary faces . ., . For unlesa you
bet, the sport becomes deadly monotonous.
The fever which at first infeets you soon dies
AW,

I am proving that the sport can exist oniy
if gambling is earried on.

Mr. Davy: The Premier has promised that
the law will be enforeed.

Mr. SAMPSEON: We have heard a lot
about the rights of the poor man to gamble
and the restrictions placed upon the ponr
man as compared with ihe more affluent.

My, Panton: Absolutely correcl.

Mr. SAMPSON: Such statements are
pure moonshine. 1t is possible under present
conditions to bet at every race ineebing,
There are surely abundant opportunities for
the poor man, as well as the rich man, t
bet if le wishes to do so.

Mr. Chesson: Can you bet on pedestrion
events?

Mr. SAMPSON: Pedestrian events have
died, so we have been told, because gambling
was associnted with them.

My, Chesson: Nothing of the sort.

My, BAMPSON: We know that a seetion
of the Criminal Code makes betting illezal,
but we know also that it is impractieahle
and impossible to administer that section.

My, Davy: The Premier does not say so.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not going to sas
T hope it will be enforced, I believe it i:
impossible for it to be enforeed in any Aus-
tralian eommunity.

Mr. Marshall: Yon are notl very flattering
to the Australians.

Mr, SAMPSON: We have enough oppor-
tunities for gambling and in the inierests of
Western Australin T hope the Bill will he
carried. ;

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremanile} [837]: )
desire to say a few words against what T
ought to call the most lopsided Bill T have
looked af sinee T have heew a member o
this Hounse. I would not have spoken bhui
for the remarks of some hon. memhers op-
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posite when I moved the amendment to read
the Bill six months hence. Those members
said that I had not the courage to express
my wviews. Personally 1 would have pre-
ferred to bave got rid of the Bill so thai
we might bave had the opportunity of
listening to the Premier on the Eleetoral
Distriets Bill.

The Premier: 1 am quite sure I would
not have had such a full House.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 would have preferred
1o listen to the Premier on that subject, and
1 way hopeful of suceeeding with my amend-
ment. Unfortunately, however, I was de-
feated on that move of mine, and haviny
been challenged to make some remarks on
the Bill, I am now forced into the positi-n
of doing so. We take it that the object ol
the Bill is to prevent people engnging in the
pastime of tin hare racing, There is noth-
ing abont gambling in the Bill, though when
it was orviginally introduced in anothér place
there were quite a number of clauses in it
that dealt with betting and mechanieal de-
viees, but it was pointed ount that the elauses
were merely reaffirmivg certain seetions f
the Criminal Code, and at the same time
would affect vested interests in the shape
of the sport of kings. Therenpon the orig-
inal clauses were deleted and now we are
akked to hold up the business of the country
to disenss whether a few thousand people
shall be denied the opportunity to indulge
in the sport of tin hare racing. I cannot
see any more harm in wafching a tin have
being chased by dogs than watching “dea”
horses in a race. We have secen owners
disqualified for life beecanse of certain prac-
tices, but on thai account the whole of the
sport is not condemned. On the subjeel of
betting, every speaker to-night has expressed
the belief that tin hare racing will lead fe
more frequent befting. T fail to see that
there is any more harm in betting on a tin
hare than there is in betting on a2 galloping
horse or a trotter. But on hetting gener-
ally, T would support a Bill, if it were
brought down, to prohihit bookmakers frow)
attendine racecourses altogether.

Mr. Mann: That is the law to-day.

Mr. SLEEMAN: And why is it not
carried out?

Mr. North: You are sitting on the wrong
gide of the House when you say that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Hon. members opposite
had a good deal to =ay ahout allowing
hetting to continue, hut we know that the
T.eader of the Opposition, when on the Trea-
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sury bench, followed the example of all his
predecessors and took no steps to suppress
hetlting. He never once atlempted to put
down Dhetting on racecourses or trotting
eourses. No, he wasg eontent to collect 1d.
tax on every ticket that n bookmaker handed
out to his client.

Mr. Panton: But horse racing is the sport
of kings.

Mr, SLEEMAN: A
i racecourse  has  fio more right o
nreferential - treatment  than  has  anvone
else, If the Premier intends to put the
law into forve, good luck fto  hin. It
has been said to-night that tin hare rac-
ing 1s going to carry gambling with it, be-
couse the gambling clement is asssoeciater
with the sport in Sydney and Melbourne.
We know that in Sydney the bookinakers
swing their bags and bet openly on every-
thing.

Mr. Corboy: Betting is legal there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I attended a sports
meeting in a eountry town of Western Aus-
tralin 12 months ago, and 1 saw a man
writing away on tickets until a policeman
walked up to him and told him to put his
book away. So that we know betting is not
carrvied on in eonncetion with all forms of
sport. But T wonld not stop a man having
a bet on a pedestrian event whilst we per-
mit others to have bets on horses. We
should be consistent. Either we should
allow betting in connection with every form
of sport or we should suppress it altogether.
It is c¢laimed that tin hare racing will not
be carrited on if betting iz stopped. That
is an argument used fo help the Bill {o go
through. Without betting, it iz said, the
rneing will €all flat, 'We have been told the
same thing in connection with eyeling and
pedestrian events, and alse in connection
with whippet racing.  Whippet racing is
still heing carried on, even thongh betting
in connection with it has been stopped. At
any rate there is mo hetting publiely. T
visited Kalgoorlie a little while ago and went
to a whippet race meeting, hut saw no bet-
ting. Tt was a poor man’s sport and it was
verv interesting too.

Mr. Corboy: There is whippet racing at
Maylands every Saturday.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No matter what form
of sport a man takes np, we have no right
to say that he shall not do this or that. So
long as there is no eriminal intent we should
not interfere. A man may take an interest
in apail breeding and snail raeing. and #

hookmaker on
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would be just as interesting to him as tin
hare racing or other racing is to anybody
else. The Bill provides against the use of
a mechanical device in connection with rac-
ing by or between animals other than horses.
I can see that in the necar future some of
those good people who desire to stop the
peeple from enjoving a particular form of
sport will eompel us to devote another night
fo disenssing the prevention of racing with
mechsnical hor<es. This Bill will noi prevent
racing with mechanical horses. We learn
that in the ¥astern States meehanieal horse
Tacing has been introduced and that it is
being patronised better than rarving with tin
hares. We should make a joh of it once and
for all and not hold up the genuine business
of the country in this way. Tt is terrible to
think that we should be wasting so much
time diseussing tiddley-winking things like
this.  The member for Guildford teld us
that the public endorsed betting on horses.
but T have vet to learn that that is so. Tf
n hookmaker goer to any sporrs meeting ox-
cept on a racecourse or a trotting ground,
a policeman will order the book to he
put away. He is instrncted by the powers
that be to stop one section of the community
from gambhling but not the other section of
the eommunity. T am prepared to go the
whole hog, hut I am not prepared to dis-
criminate in favour of one section. A
sports meeling was held at Guildford last
week and rumour has it that hookmakers
operated there. What right had they to
operate at Guildford any more than at the
country town T visited where larger prizes
were offered and where people had heen
training for 12 months?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do vou say they
were prevented from hetting at Mullowa?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes; they were told fo
put their hooks away and they were afraid
to bhet throughout the remainder of the dav.
I saw a man running around trying to get
a het and he was unsuccessful. T hope the
Bill will be disposed of quickly and rele-
gated to the place to which it deserves to go.
50 that we might hear the Premier on a much
more important nuestion than that of tin
hare racing.

MR. LATHAM (York) [8467: 1 am not
greatly eoncerned whether the Bl will ner-
mit bettine. We know that it does not des!
with hefting, hut it is 2 weans to an end.
There 1= no donbt that if the Premier earries
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out his threat, there will be no betiing on
tin hare racing.

My, Sleeman: You know that he will,

Mr. LATHAM: That is so, but if we have
our say, the member for Boulder will no!
be Premier after next election. Consequently
we can pin him down for only a little timec.
When the member for West Perth was
speaking, I interjected that gambling cou'd
not be dissociated from iin hare racing. T
do not know whether the hon. member in-
tended to be unkind, but he sugwested that
some of his electors might view the matter
from another angle, although he constantly
connected gambling with the Bill. I have
before me an official programme of Mel-
hourne eoursing with the mechanical hare.
The managing director is Mr. 8. 8. Swindell.

Hon. G. Tarlor: A very appropriate name.

Mr. Sleeman: A man cannot help his
hame.

Mr. LATHAM: I mercely mentioned the
name as a matter of information.

The Premier: It is just a eoincidence,

AMr. LATHAM : The programme mentions
the names of the dogs, but the most im-
portant part is the number of bookmakers
operating there.

Hou. &. Tayvlor: Had oany of them the
name of Swindell?

Mr, LATHAM: There are a hundred and
one hookmakers and that in a small place
like Melhonrne.

The Premier: To what sport arc you re-
ferring?

Mr. LATHAM: To meehanieal hare ra.-
ing.

The Premier: I understand it is not op-
erating in Melbourne.

Mr. LATHAM: This i= an official pra-
eranone and it refers to the Epping raee-
conrse, i

Mr. North: That is Svdney,

Mr. LATHAM: T regret that I made a
nustake.

Mr. Panton: Get a geography hook.

Mr. Mann: Betting is legal there.

Mr, LATHAM: I am aware of that,

Mr. Mann: Then where is the point of
vour areument?

The Premier: T understand it has not hoen
deelared illexa] in New Sonth Wales. Cer-
tain men have been fined, but they are ap-
pealing.

Mr. TATHAM: That is admitted, hn*
where tin hare bettine is illegal. we know
that hetting takes place. A bookmaker’s
inh mnst he verv remunerative. or there
would not he 101 bookmakers resistersd.
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Mr. Mann: There are a thousand book-
makers in Sydney.

Mr. LATHAM: There may be. Anyhow,
the fact of 101 being registered for tin hare
racing shows what a good job it is. Book-
makers do nol work too hard for the mon.y
they get.

Mr. Panton: Why should they, when thav
have a lot of punters working for them?

The Premier: But look at the strain on
their voltes.

Mr. LATHAM: T suppose they shonid be
paid for that. A simple little company iz
coming here to provide mechanical haroe
sport, but is not going to do it for the good
of the public. We have a perfect right {o
interfere if we desire to lessen the oppor-
tunities for gambling. While the law may he
administered, there will be a certain amount
of betting under the lap. Scores of people
have expressed their views strongly in op-
position to tin hare racing. The people of
Clavemont and Subiaco have expressed them-
selves and I believe the same applies to the
people of 1'remantle. Consequently we have
a right to say that we shall not allow tin hare
racing in Western Australia. I dv not con-
tend that the Bill will meet the situation,
but no doubi amendments can be rade in
Committce. 1 am glad to have the assur-
ance of the Premier that he will support the
Bill and that even if it is defeated, he will
ger that the law is carried out as regarls
betting on tin hares.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [8.50]: This is
another of those Bills that seek to restrict
the individual. Personally I think we have
too much legislation of that kind already.
The next step will be to have a Bill promoted
by the Western Australian Football League
segking to compel everyone to play foothall
instead of tennis or something of that sort.
The only public protest that T have heard of
against the introduction of tin hare raciny
has come from an interested body, namely,
the Trotting Association, who feel that the
attendances af their Saturday night meetings
would be affected. The same people eu-
deavoured to prevent the introduetion of
motor eyele racing on the speedway at Clare-
mont. With them it is merely a matter of
vested interest. We can well do without a
number of those measures that place more
and more restrietions on the liberly of the
individual to amuse himself as he thinks

fit.
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Hou. W. D. Jobnson: We pass Bills of
that kingd regularly.

Mr. CORBOY: The hon., member’s aiti-
tude is extraordinary. He reecaily pro-
moted a sports meeting at Guildford al
which trotting and eyele racing cvents were
decided and bookmakers were present, and
yet he says it is necessary to prevent op-
portunities for gambling. The Bill itself
is the most extraordinary onc [ have seen.
It members look at their copies they will find
an interesting point relating to penalties.
We have one or two members in the Houze
learned in the law, but I doubf whether they
could tell us the wmeaning of the elausis.
Clause 2 provides a penalty of £500 for a
breach of the measure and Clause 3 stipu-
lates that if Clause 2 be broken the pennlty
ghall be £100.

Mr. Marshall: A total of £600.

Mr. North: That is only a small matter.

Mr. CORBOY: The Bill is drafied in the
most extraordinary manner of any Bill I
have ever seen. I should say it had heen
amended in another place after a lengthy ant
upsetting debate.

Mr. North: We can be the House of review
on this oceasion.

Mr. CORBOY : There are only two clanses
of impaortance in the Bill

My, Pantou: What would it have heen like
had it contained half a dozen clauses¥

Mr. CORBOY: And the iwo clauses are
in direet confradiction. They provide two
separate penalties for the same offence. The
Premier has indicated that he intends to snp-
port the Bill and that, il it is passcd, he will
see that the law is vigorourly enforced.

Mr. Davy: Me said he would see that
the law was enforced if the Bill was not
passed.

Mr. CORBOY: That is so. I wonder
how far he intends to proceed with the en-
forgement of the law on thc racecourse and
whether he intends to refrain from eollect-
ing the 2d. on each ticket issued by book-
makers,

The Premier: T take Ieave to deaw a dis-
tinetion between horse racing and sports
of this kind.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. CORBOY: Then the Premier sets
himself up as a judge of what is a good
sport and what is' not.

Mr. North: Backed up by the public.
Mr. CORBOY: Excepting for a few

people, principally elergymen, the only ones
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who bave protested have heen those inter-
ested in (rotting.

Mr. North: What about the Claremont
referendum ?

Hon. . Taylor:
peopie? '

Mr. COIRBOY: The member for Clare-
mont referred to the Cleremont referen-
dum. That was a pretty close thing, much
closer than the hon. member would like his
nexi election to be,

Mr. North: I do not agree -with that; it
was a definite majorify.

Mr. CORBROY: At any rate the vote at
Claremont was not large enough to reflect
the wishes of the people. \lmost all mem-
bers who support the Bill have said they
regard it as their duty {0 restrict oppor-
tunities for gambling. I am inelined to agree
with them, but I claim that those members,
except the member for Snbiaco, have nol
Leen consistent. T made an interjeetion to
the snember tor Subisco thal was ineorreet,
I said he voted for the Bill to legalise troi-
ting at Fremantle, but he did not vote
in the division. Almost without exception,
and inelnding the member who nioved the
second reading of the Bill, those supporting
this mensnre voted to give 12 extra trotting
meetings per annum in the metropolitan
arvea,

Mr. North:
foerent thing.

My, CORBOY: The memnber for Guild-
ford said he rvegavded it ax his duty to re-
sirict the opportunities for gamhbling, but he
also regarded it as his duty to vote for the
12 extra trotting meetings.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: I would be an
extraordinary individual if 1 could not sec
the differenee hetween extending trotting
and introducing {in hare vacing.

Mr. Davy: Well, you did not succeed in
showing us the distinction between the two.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not know that the
spectacte of women rushing around ihe tofe
at trotting meetings is elevating.

Mr. Davy: QRushing zround the bhook-
makers and the stable boys.

Me. CORBOY: The position at the trot-
ting meetings was such that the eommittec
of the Perth ground found it necessary to
provide ‘n separate tote for women only.

My. North: This Bill does not advocate
horse rading. '

The Piremier; And the tendency of the
age is to segregate the Sexes. -

Mr. Pinton: T eannot agrée with that.

What about the Subiaco

Certainly: irotting is a ditf-
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Mr. CORBOY: .nyhow, it is quite be-
side the point, The duly of preventing faeil-
iliecs Lor gambling lLas been advanced as a
reason for supporting the Bill, but as I
pointed out, that those who advanced that
argument, almost without exception voted
to extend gamhling facilities by providing
12 extra trolting rocetings per annum in the
metropolitan area.  Their attibude has been
wost tneonsisient. 1 give the Premier eredit
for being one of a little band of eight who
opposed the previous mezrure and so he is
consistent in his attitude to-night. :

Mr. Tatham: But you also opposed it.

Mr. CORBOY: 1 did.

Mr. Latham: Then why oppose this
Bill?

Me. CORBOY: 1 opposed the extension
of trolting beeatse 1 did not eonsider it
wize (o provide extra  facililies for
gambling.  On this oceasion, however, we
have the Picmier's assurance that no rambl.
ing will be permitted ai tin hare vacing.

Hon. G, Taylor: Yuu were just as enthus-
iastic in your suppeort of the six months
amendment and you did nol then have the
I'remier’s assurance.

Mr. CORBOY: Tie Bil docs not refen
{o betting. T was strongly opposed to the
Bill, as the hon, membher indicates, be-
eause it does not deal with  betting.
It mercly seeks to prevent people
who so desire from racing their dogs.
I fail to wee why a man who owns a dog
shonld not be permitted to race it ngninst
another man’s dog. In the metropelitan
areq, close to my home, whippet raeing is
conducted cvery Salurday afternoon. The
handieaps are published every Friday in
the *West Avstralinn.” These races have
been going on at regular intervals for the
last 12 months. 1 have been there at limes,
and have never scen any betting trans
actions. The sport iz conlinning all the
time. These people find amusement i
sraining whippets and in running  then
against each other. I fail to sece why they
should not he allowed to do this, seeing that
other people are permlttcd to play footbal!.
or lawn tennis. There is too wuch lefns
lation on the statnte-hook that tends to ré-
gtriet the rights of the people to do what
they think is fit and _proper. ‘

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avonj [98!: I o{)
pose the Bill, beeause T think the House
otght to be Ion'lcal 'If we are going to pre-
hibit tin hare racirig, why not prohibit thet
suieidal business at Claremont, where motor
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eycle riders take their lives i thelr hands
to enterlain a number of thrill-mad people?

Hon. 0. Taylor: They take their bicyecles
in their hauds.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Why should there be
any differentiation?

Mr. Corhoy: There is a spill in almost
every race at Claremont.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Thal is so. 1 do not
wanf lo see any inerense in hetting. T do
nol suy it i= wieked for people to bet, If
# man has a pound to spare to put on a
horse, or a foothall matech, or a whippet
race, and he is not hurting anyhody else by
spending that pound, I do not see why he
should not be allowed to do so. There is
ne reason why a man should not follow his
inclinations in this direction.

Mr. North: Do you think there is gamb-
ling going on at the speedway?

Mr., GRIFFITIIS: I fecl sure there is.

Myr. Davy: I do not sup; ose one per cent.
of the people who go there gamble.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T think the speedway
will die out if there is no gambling allowed.
If the I’remier will earry out his promise
to enforce the gambling laws, there is no
need to feur with regard to any form of
sport. Tin bare racing, at all events, will
become merely a passing eraze. This is a
roor man's sport. Whippet racing is al-
ready being condneted ns a legal sport at
Maylands on Saturday afterncon.

Mr. Davy: If this Bill passes, and you go
to the whippef races in u motor ear, you
may Le lined £500.

Mr, GRIFFITHS : 1 admif that gambling
is a foolish and expensive method of amus-
ing oneself, but it is inherent in our race,
Previous speakers have admitted that it is
impossible to suppress gambling. At any
rate, the Clovernment might try to diverl
into more useful ehannels some of the money
that is gambled away. Some of the money
that is now wasted might well be diverted
to other ohiects that would be more use-
ful, sueh as in the direetion of our
hospitals. Tt strikes me there i3 a
lot of hyprocrisy about this business.
The Federal Government passed legislation
prohibiting sweeps, but allowing them to he
held in Tasmania. The Tasmanian Govern-
ment take 12% per cent. out of every prize
that is won. In addition fo that sweep
there are the Katoomba sweep, the Goldun
Casket sweep, the Ballnrat sweep, and so
on. e constantly see sweep tickets sold
in the streets of Perth in the cause of
charity. Tt is time . lwked things
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squarely in the face, and attempted to regu-
late the business so as to send this money
into more useful chanuels. 1 have had a
good deal to do with foot racing and bicycle
racing. People have always had their bets
in assoviation with those sports,

EHon. W. J. George: People have bet on
the elections.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Of course. That is
against the law, but betting cannot be en-
tirely suppressed, no matter what may be
done.

Mr. Davy: It can be reduced to & mini-
mit by enforeing the law.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is not enforeed.

My, Davy: It is enforeed with regavd to
most sports.

My, GRIFFITHS: Tin hare racing is no
worse than cyele racing or foot running.

Hon. W. J. George: Tell us somethinge
about tin hare racing,

Mr. ORIFFITHS: The hon. member
knows move about tinned dog. 1 see no ob-
jeetion to tin have racing if the betting laws
are rigidly enforced. If there is no betting
amsocinted with it, the sport will soon die
out, just as the speedway at Claremont will
die if no betting is permitted there. There
is little doubt that hetting already gues on
in connection with motor bievele raecs, not-
withstanding what members have said in an-
other place.

Mr. Richardson: Two wrongs do not make
n right.

My, GRIFFITHS: We have allowed bet-
ting to go on. A man ecan bet at the Weld
Club, and no notice will he taken of it.

Mr. Angelo: How do you know that?

M. GRTFFITHS: T do not know.

Mr. Tindsay: Then why make the ns-
sertion,

Mr. GRIFTITHS: We know that bat-
ting goes on in these clubs. Many men can-
not afford to go to the races on Baturday
afternoon, but that does nofl prevent them
from betting. Oeccasionally the police make
raids npon them, and also upon the
fan tan schools of the inoffensive Chinese,
and upon two-up schools. A differ-
entintion is made between the two
classes of people, those who are well oif,
and those who are not. T do not favonr
gambling, but do not see why we shonld
diflerentiate between different kinds of
sport. We should be logical. If we are
gning to prevent tin hare racing, why should
we allow motor cycle racing, where men nre
risking their lives in order to provide thrills
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for a certain section of the people? Ordin-
ary bave coursihg is not humane. It is in
fact a cruel sport, but this cannot be said
of tin hare racing. Pigeon shooting is also
a cruel sport, although it is allowed.

The Premier: [’igeon shooting is not
allowed.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Tt was allowed on
the goldtields when 1 was there.

The Uremier:
many years.

Mr. GRIFFITITS:

It has not been allowed for

These are undoubt-
edly eruel sports. 1 have seen many pigeon
shooting matches on  the goldfields, and
thought what a cruel sport it was. There
iz nothing inhumane about tin hare racing,
despite the comedy sketeh given to us by
the member for Guildford. T do not want
to see gambling encouraged, neither do T
want to sce too much interference with the
liberties of the people. Tt seems to be the
mrerogative of this House and another place
to introduce legislation that interferes with
the liberty of the subjeet. Tf we are going
to permit motor cvele vacing to be indulged
in on the speedwav at Claremont, we should
allow tin hare rneing also to be held.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9.13]: When
I first read the Bill, T nsked myself what
rizght the Government had to inferfere with
the liberty of the subject.

Mr. North: After that you heard some
good arguments in Tavour of the Bill?

Mr. BROWN: We have in our midst all
forms of sport, horse racing, trotting, motor
eyeling, and a dozen others. If we allow
one form of sport, why should we not allow
another? There are two sides to every ques-
tion. I wish to take into consideration the
other side. T am thinking of the class of
people who will patronise this sport.

Mr. Sleeman: To what eclass do vou
refer?

Mr., BROWN: T refer to the poorer
classes, and to young boys and girls,. When
I think of them T can come to no other con-
clusion than that we aiready have enough
sport in this State without eatering for any
more. When we pick up the newspaper
we vead about boys and girls visiting White
City, or some other place, and about their
heing ont at all hours of the nicht.

Mr. Mann: Will this Bill prevent that?

Mr. BROWN: Of course.

Mr. North: It will be a step in the right
direction,

1831

My, BROWN: It is easy to put tempta-
tion in the way of any person. Why should
we put temptation in the way of anyonef
That is what we certainfy shall be doing if
we allow tin hare racing. What kind of
sport is it?

M,
sport?

Mr. BROWN: A manly sport is that
which requires of participants in it a good
physique and soundness of wind and limb,
These qualitics are required of a good foot-
runner or a good eyelist. There is some-
thing in a sport of that sort. But when
dogs are chasing a tin hare, where does the
element of sport eome In? On the other
hand, the horse is the nollest animal on the
face of God's carth.

Davy: What is the definition of

My, Marshall: And vou flog him and spur
him, and force him to perform a task thm
iz almost impossible; and many horses drop
dead as a eonsequence. That 1s the treai-
ment that is given to the noble animnl,

AMr. PPanton: Yes, and even l):itéérios are
put on them.

Mr. BROWXN: We must study the bresd-
ing of dogs. The member for Guildford
(Hon, W. D. Johnson) was quite vight in
his references to that aspeet. What elass
of dog are we to breed? 1 suppose that for
tin hare conrsing kangaroo dogs will he used.
Now, the kangnroo dog is about the worst
mongrel on earth. Again, if a dog on tre
tin hare conrses proves unable to win 2 raes,
who iz going to feed him? How is he to be
disposed of? There are too many dogs in
thés State alrendy. What classes of dogs
have we now? The bobbed dog, the sheep
dog, the eattle dog, the poncranian, the
dingo, and a hundred: and one other kinds,
mosl of them of no henefit whatever to West-
ern Australin.  The member for Guildford
hit the nail on the head when he said thai
some: people absolutely worshipped dogs.
Ladies, nnd in particolar ladies witho it
families, turn their love towards doegs, often
because they cun get from the dogs the affec-
tion they eannot get from their hushands,
The other day I saw in some news-
paper a picture that struck me as highly
appropriate.  There was a bedroom with
a big fat old lady in the bed, and a poodle
alongside her in the hed. The hushand hal
juet gotb infa hix pyinwas. and the lady wus
saying to the dog, “Fido, darling. move ovar
a bit; daddy is ready to zet into the bed.”
Whetn an nld horse hecomes useless he .5
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sent te the Zoo, but what is to become of
wseless dogs?

The Premier: They might be turned inlu
sausages.

My. BROWNXN : Perhaps many of them ars
dispased of in that way. However, this
tatter has ity serious side. Have we nov
sullicient sport in Weslern Anstralia?  llavs
we catered enough for the sporting proeliv.
ties of a population of less than 0,000
in this young country?

Mr. Marshall: Outside horse racing, what
sport is there?

Myr. BROWN: Is has been said that thera
is no gambling connected with foothull,

Mr. Mavshall; Football is played during
only live monlhs of the year.

Mr. BROWX: Docs anyune want to gam-
ble on football! No. A man has his en-
thusinsm for a partienlar elub. The sport
itzelf works up the enthusiasm. But ean
enthusiasin be gencrated ny the sight of dog-
chasing a tin hare? Withont betting,
hare coursine will soon die a natural deatl.
The present ohject 10 to obtain a fooling for
tin have coursing, and immediately a footing
has heen weeured gambling will be introdueed.
In Sydaey, where Hn hare eoursing is pe:-
mitted, a5 many as 20,000 ar 30,000 peonTe
patronise a tin hare meeting, JAre the pro-
moters of tin hare raciue ont for the ad-
vantage of the publiec? No; they are a1t
for the benelit of their own pocketr. When
we learn that the storekeeper, the butelher a.|
the haker will have to go short liceavse of
money lost in gambling, ean any rensenable
person sav that more sport is remuired in
Western Australia? T shall vote for the
second reading of the Bill.

MR. LAMBERT (Coolgeadie) [9.20]: T
shall support the seecond reading, and T am
pleased to know that the Premier has given
his assuranee that under no conditions will
gambling he permitted at tin hare meetings,
Possibly the conduct of {he tin hare Tms-
iness will be nll vight, nt T do nat think we
shonld enuntenance the farther commereiali-
sation of sport in Western Ansiralia, T
wonld probably listen to the snzgestion that
a tin hare coursing eluh he establishad in
Western Australia on the same lines as athes
sporting elnbs, but it is on enfively different
proposition to sanetion the stmvling of a
club that will enable a few peaple to com-
merecialiss tin hare evursing for (heir own
prrsonal  main.  Sueh a propesition is. to
sav the least of it, hizhly undesirable, Foe.
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{unately hovrse¢ racing is conducled very wel
in Weslern Australia. There is no douil
about that, though somue people desire to
disparnge the control of racing. Trotling
also iz eondueted very well indeed, notwith-
standing the fact that people who are inelined
to build up an argnment in favour of tn
hare coursing and other torms of sport etk
to disparnge the efforts of the Trottiny A«
soctation. My views npon racing generslly
are fairly well known to hon members L
expressed them in this Chamber years ago.
i 1 do not feel ealled upon te repeat them
to-night, I there is to be racing in Westwn
Anstralia, it should be conducted on lives
reascnahly acceptahle to the peepie of the
Stale; and so far as T know, {hat ix the ense
now. But to inlreduee a further opper.
tunily for people o gamble—and that, |
take it, is the main veason for the desive to
introdoee the tin hare inlo We-tern Aus-
tralia—is a propesition that ha~ nothing te
reconunend it In dispassionately disenss-
ing the merits, and possible demerits, of 1in
hare coursing, we need not depart f'rom lie
main questior, which should he parawonnt in
our minds—ile question whether the intro-
duction of the tin hare would be i the lest
interests of our peujple  I0 the memher Jor
Iremantle (Mr. Sleeman} consitlers that the
introduction of the tin have. with oIl the
eonsequent ramifications of gawbling
attendant disastee—is aceeptable v the jeo-
ple—

Alr, Sleeman: In what part of the Bill is
enmbling mentioned?

Mr, LAMBERT : The gambling phnse
was raised Wy ihe hon. member, T1f he
thinks the introduetion of a farther oppor-
tanity for gambline desirable, be is quite
entitled to his oninion, and donbtless he
will vote asainst the Bill. Tt seems to me
necdless tn discuss the measnre at mu~b
greater leneth, in view of the Premier’s
assnrance that he is stronely opposed tn
the introtnetinn of the 2ambling element
into this Tarm of allezed sport. That beine
s0. we can safely relv upon the hon. gentle-
man’s assuranee. I do not know that the
Rill is altogethor necossary., The measure,
T take it, is the outrome of the expressed
dosire of a large section of the Western
Australian community not to see spori
further commereinlised. Tt is positively
ridieulous to draw, as the mémber for Yil-
earn {Mr. Carboy) tried to do, a superficial
distinetion between tin have hunting on the
one hand and trottine and raecing on the
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other. I express this opinion regardless of
whether it is liked or disliked. At any
rate, it is not an opinion framed to suit a
particular ocecasion, It is expressed, as I
believe it should be expressed, in the in-
terests of the people of this country; and,
whether I gain favour or incur disfavour
by such a course, I hope my opinions will
always be expressed in that manner so long
as I remain here. I see no analogy what-
ever between horse racing and trotting un
the one hand, and what I regard as rather
an undesirable form of sport to introduce
into Western Australia. T shall vete for
the second reading of the Bill, if only as
a means towards eurbing the aectivities of
a proprietary club seeking to initiate this
form of sport here.

MR. NORTH (Claremont—in reply}
[9.28]: I shali not detain the House, be-
canse the argwments have been too varied
and too long. I have, however, realised
from the debate that a remrsonable majority
of members present are in favour of the
Bill; and included among them are the
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, and
the deputy Leader of the Country Party.
Therefore I need not weary the House by
trying to answer all the argnments used
against the Bill, though I have hero notes
of many of the points that were raised.
The chief point seemed tc be that thore
was a lot of hypoerisy in regard to
gambling. Tet that be admitted, but how
ean it be affected by this Bill? In declar-
ing for the suppression of tin hare racing
the measure does not say bhat, ergo, every
other form of gambling i1s good, and that
all horse racing should be encouraged, and
50 forth. The Bill is merely a move in a
certain direction, which represents an ex-
pression of opinion to-day of the people
of to-day npon a new arrival in our midst—
a certain eurse which has proved a burdea
to other communities. I, for one, hope to
see gambling more carefully controlled;
and if we are to have gambling defined,
ag was proposed to-day, I shall be glad if
the Government will bring in a measnre fo
legalise gambling in certain places only.

Mr. Sleeman: Only in certain places?

Mr. NORTH: Y5, and at certain times,
just as the hours of drinking are limited.
That question, however, docs not arise
under the Bill. We are merely asked to
express, throngh Parliament, the desire of
a large section of the community to have
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this new form of gambling suppressed at
the outset.

Mr. Davy: Not gambling.

Mr. NORTH: Well, this form of sport
that will lead to gambling. We ask that 1t
shall be suppressed before a penny is spent
on it and before people are urged to invest
money in a concern, which, we are told, will
not be able to continue if gambling is not
permitted. I trust the House will agree
to the Bill, especially as we have the
responsible leaders of both sides of ibe
House in favour of it.

Quastion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 22
Noes - .. . L 20
Majority for 2
ATES,
Mr, Angelo Mr. Lindeay
Mr. Barnard Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Brown Mr. Muasle
Mr. Collier Mr. Richardeon
Myr. Ferguson Mr. Sampson
Mr. George Mr. J. M. Bmith
Mr, W. D. Johoson Mr. Taylor
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr, Troy
Mr, Kennedy Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr. Lambert Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr, Latham Mr. North
{Teiller.)
Nogs,
Mr. Chésson Mr. Lutey
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Mann
Mr, Corboy Mr. Marshall
Mr. Coverley Mr, Milllngton
Mr. Cunanlngham Mr. Panton
Mr. Dary Mr, Rowe
Mr, Griffiths Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Heren Mr. Willcock
Miss Holman Mr. Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wlilson
(Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commities.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; Mr. North in
charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Prohibition of racing where
mechanical devices, ete., used:

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I suggest to
the member for Claremont that he does not
persevere with the Committee stage. I con-
sider Clause 2 requires close investigation
to find out what it means. What is 1n-
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tended, for instance, Ly® “lhe use of any
mechanical device or conlrivance for the pro-
motion of or in connecetion with racing by
or between animals, other than borses”? 13
it anticipated that il we leave out the three
last mentioned words there is some contri-
vanee that will be affected?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Yes, the Lotalisator
would be afceted. )

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: If the Bill is
50 wide that we have to specially specify
“other than horses,” it may be necessary to
specify something else. When we start to
to embody limitations iu a ciause we have fo
be careful that we are achieving what we de-
sirg and not previding for something that
was not infended. I regret thai T did not
study the Bill previously. 1 should like to
get legal opinion regardiug one or two
points. The member for (laremont did not
explain the Bill but dealt with the prineciple,
and it was on the prineiple that we voted. 1
suggest that the Committec stage be post-
poned,

Mr. CORBOY: T suppert the suggestion
by the member for Guildford that the Com-
mitlee stage be postponed.

Hon, . Taylor: You want to rally your

forees!
Mr, North: Taeties!
Mr. CORBOY: That is ungenerous,

Clause 2 seeks to prohibit the use of any
mechanieal deviee or conlrivance for the
prontotion of, or in couneetion with, racing
by, or between animals other than horses
Clanse 3 sets out that any person who pro-
motes, engages in or {akes part in any rae-
ing declared to be anlawful by Clause 2,
shall be guilty of an offence, but Clanse 2
does not make any racing unlawiul, as it
merely prohibits the nse of mechanieal de-
vices, and so on.

Mr. North: But it is consequential.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not think so. Clauses
2 and 3 deal with differeni subjects. The
former deals with mechanical devices and the
latter with racing—-—

Mr. E. B. Johnston: At which mechani.
cal devices are used.

Mr. CORBOY: 1 think the clauses deal
with different subjects altogether. Then
again the penalty clanses require attention.
Under Clause 2 the penalty is £500 and un-
der Clause 3 £100.

Mv, North: The first penally will have to
oo out; that iz clear.

Mr. CORBOY: Then that is all right. T
think the Bill as a whole requires redraft-
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ing because, in my opinion, Clauses 2 and 3
dv not read sensibly.

The PREMIER: [ do not see any dil-
ficulty in the clause, and we can proceed
with the Committec stage with safety. If wu
were to adjourn (he eonsideration of the
Bill, we would merely have a repctition of
the discussion. The elause is quite clear. [t
the member for Guildford considers that
something may be brought within the seope
of the ¢lanse that was not intended——

Hon. W. D. Jobuson: Take whippet
racing.

The PREMIER:
fected.

Hon. W, 1), Johns=on: ls there not a stavt-
ing machine?

The PREMIER: No, the whippets are
started with the hands, The hon, member ha-
not attended whippef races for a long time.
There is no mechanical eontrivance assoe-
iated with the starting of whippets.

M. Corboy: What about the whistling
and the towels?

The PREMIER: The whippets are hell
by the owners or trainers and released from
the hand. T eannot recall any exisling form
of sport that meets with the approval of the
people, but would be debarred by the elanse.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I have seen a mo-
rhanieal recovder of winners used at rum-
ning contests.

The PREMIER: That is in foot racing.
This is for the racing of animals other than
lorses.

IIon. W. D. Johnson: Conld it not be used
for the whippets?

The PREMIER: ©No, because some of
them run with their hoads well up, while
others earry their heads low on the ground.
So it would be diffienlt to comsfruct any
line that wounld record a finish.

Mr. Davy: There might b & paper barrier
crected at the end.

The PREMIER: There might be, bat T
do not think there is, There is not a Rill
conceivalle but some highly imnrobable
thing might he found to come within the
seope of its provisions, T think, on the
whole, this is quite safe, and I suggest to
the member for Guildford that if hetween
now and the third reading be should find.
apart from two instantes he has indicated
—the jndging machine for pedestrian events.
and the starting of whippete—anything not
contemplated which nevertheless might come
within the provisions of the Bill the member
for Claremont would be prepared to re-

That will not he af-
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commit the Bill. So 1 sugpest that since wo
bave spent the whole of this sitting on the
measure we might as well proceed to put it
through Committee.

Mr. DAVY: I am not at all satisfied thal
this clanse might not carry us somewhere
we do not wish to go. Apparently 22 mem-
vers do not care very much where they go on
the question.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: That is not fair.

The CHAIBRMAN: The hou. member
must not refleet upon the judgment of other
members.

Mr. DAVY: I am not suggesting any re
flection on the character or judgment of any
member.

The Premier: It would be open to mem-
bers to retaliate if you did.

Mr. DAVY: Of course., I withdraw if
my remark is taken as a reflection. The
whole clanse is extraordinarily wide, and T
sugeest that if we start to make a criminal
offence of something which is not inherently
wicked or criminal

The Premier: That is the whole point of
the Bill.

Mr, DAVY: We propose by this clause
to make the use of any mechanical deviee
unlawful.

The Premicr: This is what we have divided
on, this elanse.

Mr. DAVY: We divided on the Bill

The Premier: Bul this clause is the Bill.

Mr. DAVY : This clause makes a criminal
oltence, not the conduct of racing between
greyhonnds, but the use of any wmechanical
contrivanee in the racing of such animals.
Apparently the driving of one’s whippets
in a motor ear to the whippet racing ground
15 going to be punishable by a fine of £500.

Memhers: No, no.

Mr. DAVY: I suggest that if I am a
whippet owner and place my whippets in
my motor car to take them to the whippet
racing grounds, sarely T am using a me-
chanical deviee in connection with whippet
raging.

The Premier: Oh!

Mr. DAVY: Again, if T run a whippet
racing ground and cerry any cash to the
whippet racing ground in my ear, how am
I not using a mechanieal device for the pro-
motion of racing between animals other than
horses?

Mr. Angelo: According to that, one eould
not use a railway truek to earry his dogs
from one town to another,
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The Minister for Railways: It might be
a legal objection, but it is not a common-
serse one,

Mr. DAVY: What the draftsman was
thinking of was the so-called tin hare, the
nechanieal lure, But these words go far
heyond that. Whippets do not require a
mechanical lure. A fellow at the other end
of the course merely waves a red rag at
them.

The Premier: Not always a red rag;
sometimes it is a white one,

My, DAVY: At nll events the whippets
race after it. TIn this instance we get a
mechanical deviee, and the unse of that de-
vice is to be considered a criminal offence.
And instead of stopping at that, the drafts-
men—1I understand there were 30 of them '
on this clause; the whole of the members
of another place in Committee. Originally
the Bill was introduced in qnite a different
form. Tt went in at one end of the sausage
machine and came out like this. The doubt
raised by the member for Guildford was not
an ill-founded one, and the elnuse certainly
needs careful serutiny.

AMr. SLEEMAY: I should like to koow
why raeing is here vestricted to animals
other than horses. The original draft was
quite different. It simply made it unlawfnl
to bet on the results of tin hare racing. Was
it subsequently restricted to “other than
horses™ so as not to offend the horse owners?
Surely it is no worse to race dogs after a
tin hare than it is to race whippets. T move
an amendment—

That in line 3 the wwords
horses’? be struck out.

‘Cother than

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—1%enalty for taking part in un-
lawful racing:

Mr, SLEEMAN: Tt would be interesting
to kmow what this means. It declares that
any person who promotes or takes part,
ete. Does that mean anybody who might
he on the gate or employed about the
grounds?

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes. It is rendered un-
lawful by Clanse 2, which we have passed.

Mr, DAVY: The clanse we have passed
makes a criminal offence the use of any
mechanieal device, whereas this makes it a
eriminal offence to take part in any racing
declared umnlawful in Claunse 2. Clanse 2
does not declare any racing unlawful. There
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is a contradiction between the two clauses.
1t would be more sensible to have the same
offence mentioned in Clause 2 as in Clause
3. However, if the member in charge of
the Bill is satisfied, I will let it go.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Clause 2 provides a
penalty of £500 for the use of ao mechanieal
doviece. Who is going to pay the fine—the
promoter? Clause 3 declares that the pro-
moter shall be fined £100. The two penal-
ties ought to be in agreement.

Mr. MANN: No doubt these two clauses
are contradictory in respeet of the penal-
ties. Who could be more responsible than
the promoter? Yet Clause 2, providing a
penalty of £500, does not preseribe that the
promoter shall pay it. Of course the man
using the device will be the promoter,

Mr. Davy: No, I should say it was the
man working the engine, n man getting per-
haps £5 per week,

Mr. MANN: Let us pass something that
is workable. The Bill as originally intro-
duced was a much larger one and was
amended in burried fashion in another
place.

The Premier: No, the discussion was ad-
journed and the amendment was prepared.
It was not hurriedly drafted in Committee.
The amendment was prepared and was in-
gerted in the Bill at the pext sitting.

Mr. MANN: At all events it has been
badly drafted, for who eould be more re-
sponsible than the promoter? Under Clamse
2 the penalty is £500, but under Clause 5
the person who commits the offence is lizble
to a penalty of £100. The hon. member in
charge of the Bill told me he was going to
move for the deletion of that £500. Had
I known bhe would not do so, I would have
moved in that direetion myself. The hon.
member, however, did not move, and T was
surprised when the clause was passed.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: In view of Claunse
2, why do we want Clause 39

Mr. MANN: If the £500 penalty had
been struck ont of Clause 2, it would have
been all right, beeanse the £100 penalty
would then have covered hoth .lanses. The
penalty in the Criminal Code for keeping n
ecommon betting house is £100,

Mr. Latham: It has been argued all the
evening that the Bill has nothing to do with
betting.

Mr. MANN: This Bill has been introduced
to suppress betting, not to stop tin hare
racing.
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The CHAIRMAN: 1 esnuot allow a gen-
eral discussion on this clause.

Mz, MANN: The penalty in Clause 3 is
inconsistent. Under the Criminal Code any-
one keeping a eommon betting houss, which
this would be——o

The PPremier : This has nothing to do
with o common betting house.

Mr. MANXN: Does the clause mean that
a man getting 125, for taking echarge of the
gate wonld be liable to a penalty of £5007

Mr. Davy: They would chop off his lizad.

Mr. MANN: What about a man engaged
to sweep the road outside?

The Premier: If he was outside the fence
he would be all right. If he got inside, it
would be £100 penalty, and serve him jolly
well right.

Mr. MANN: Very well, J shall Iet the
clanse go, and ask that Clanse 2 be recom-
mitted.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T fail to see why there
ghould be any argument about Clause 3. It
is useless for the member for Perth to sug-
gest that an offender would be tried under
the Criminal Code. He would be fried nn-
der this measure. The clanse is quite clear.

My, SLEEMAN : The Bill appears tr
have been redrafted in a hurry, and
Clause 3 seemingly was mutilated 30
muech that the Council did not know
what it contained. The penalty of £100
was originally intended to apply to
betting on motor cyele rtacing, and in the
haste of redrafting the Bill the Council
omitted to alter the penalty. The member
for Claremont would be well advised to ve-
port progress.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Clause 3 is wn-
necessary. All that T desire is to prohibit
tin hare racing, and that is definitely de-
clared unlawful by Claunse 2. If a company
were formed for tin hare racing, that wonld
be using an unlawful device.

Mr. Davy: Who would be using it?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Clause 2 accom-
plishes all that T want. Tf we retain Clause
3 it will be ineonsistent.

Hon. G. Taylor: Anvhow, no one wiil
fined under the measure.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Ag the Bill
stands, there is a double penalty and it is
our duty to make the law clear and distinel,
Penalties of £500 and £100 are providesl for
the same offence. My rcading of the Bill
is that a man must first have been fined
£500 before he could be fined £100. If my
interpretation is wrong, the £500 penalty
eonld never be imposed.
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Hon. W. J. GEORGE: The £500 penalty
is for the man who uses the mechanical Ae-
vice, and the £1.00 penalty for the man who
promotes the raeing. The person using it
may be altogether different from the person
who promotes, engages in or takes charge of
the racing. Clause 3 is merely a drag-net
clause,

Mr. NORTH: Certain shareholders may
have formed a company to exploit this
deviee, and under Clanse 2 a fine could be
inflicted upon them if they paraded the
contrivance for the purpose of advertising
it.

Mr. Davy: Whom would you charge
under Clanse 2%

Mr. NORTH: The shareholders, if they
paraded this device through the streets in
order to attraet publie attention. That
would bhe a ease where they were using the
device in connection with the promotion of
racing. They could then suffer the greatest
penalty. Clanse 3 defines eertain persons as
lieing liable to a penalty of £€100. It is sufli-
ctently deterrent to prevent the starting of
thiz business.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: I move—
That pregress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. LATHAM : The person who races Lis
dogs is liable to a penalty of £100. Clause
2, in my opinion, relates to the mechaniesl
side of the business, and Clause 3 to the
racing side.

Mr, SLEEMAN: The principal party in
this matter is the promoter. He may be
fined £100. Upon whom would a fine of
£300 be inflicted?

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: The man who used
the mechanicnl device wounld be fined £500.
Clause 3 relates to those who assist in pro-
moting tin hare raecing, or those who take
part in it. The penalties are well appor-
tioned.

Mr. MANN: If we want to make the Bill
workable, we should strike out the word
“promotes.” It will differentiate between
the person who is promoting this contriv-
snce, and the person who is making use of
it for racing purposes. If we want to make
this a good Aet, we should amend Clanse 3.

Mr. Richardson: You do not want an
Aect at all,

Mr. MANN: The Bill is like an illegiti-
mate ¢hild, which nobody wants; but let
us make the best of it. Now we all know
that the measure refers to tin hares, but in
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10 or 20 years’ time it may be used for a
totally different purpose.

The Premier: We can trust the Parlia-
ment of 10 or 20 years hence to deal with
any altered situation.

Mr. MANN: The Premier and the mem-
ber in charge of the Bill know that the
measure is not well drafted.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The clause as
it stands ropes in everybody.

Mr. MANN: I move an amendment—

That in line 1 the word ffpromotes’’ he
struek out.

Myr. SLEEMAN: I do not know why the
hon. member wants to strike out “pro-
motes.” The promotfer should be liable to
the larger penalty, if there is one. If he
is struck out of this elanse, he will not be
provided for anywhere. Progress should
be reported in order that the matter may
be further considered.

Mr. CHESSON : I de not understand
why the member for Perth wants to strike
ot “promotes.” The heavier fine should
be provided for the promoter. I am not
i favour of the Bill, but I recogmise tho
inconsistency involved in the amendment.
The promoter cannot be dissociated from
the mechanieal eontrivance.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil with amend-
ments.

House adjourned at 10.27 p.m.



